
41 5bb5t 5b1 UULIJL-N 5IA IL PAGL A'2aat 3r i '14v3 11 : 1u 

Alli*t.u Io, L,ro"l Su.stainubl" Ag.i"ulture - ALSA 
POBox t31.6 . Pt,R"yu'Slat-iou, CA94956 , 4,15-663-S6:18 . aleam.rin^org 

August 31, 2009 

Tinrothy J. Ragen, 
Executive Director 
.Marinc Mammal Conrmission 
4340 East-Wesf Highnay, Suite 700 
Befhesda, MD 20814 Sent via Facsimile 

Dear Dir:ector Ragen: 

This letter concerns yolrr recent visit to Point Reyes National Seashore (PRNS) as part of an 

or:going Marine Mammal Comrnission (Mh{C) investigation of disturbance$ of Harlmr Sea)s in 
Drakes Estero. 

National Par:k Service (NPS) data clcarly identifies clamrlers, kayaker's, hikers. airplarres and 
prcclators as re sponsible lbr ovet: 99D/u of Harbor Seal distur:bar:ces in Drakes Estero. We are 
con.requertly both dumbfou,nded and alarmed that the MMC has chosen to ignore these 
clisturbances and investigate irrstead the oyster farm, which, aocording to the NPS'own data, is 
tl:e source of less tha:n L|/o of those dislurbances. In choosittg this colrrse of action, the MMC 
has placed itself in the positior"r of having to rely on data and conclusions already identified as 

unfoi-rnded by the Nationa.lAcaclemy of Sciences [NAS) panel convened to inve.stigate this very 
queslion. 

Prior to your visit to the oyster farm last week, you quite properly agreed that yon and your ohief 
scienti.st would go out into tlre Estero and review the resource a$ an essential clement of the 
MMC investigation. This would have enabled you to evalr-rate) among other issues, the actual 
distance bctween oyster hnr activities and Harbor Sealhaul out areafi. 

We are deeply disturl:ed to learrr that. upon your arrival on Tuesday rnoming, August 25,you 
elccted not 1o go itrto the Estoro and not to rcview actual conditions directly pertinent to the 
rnatter you have heen taskecl to investigate. 

Civcn the unsavory history of the PRNS adnrinistration's bghavior in tlis matter, we ate forced 
to conclude tJrat you have abandoned a science-based approach to addrossing the question of 
I-Iarbor Scal distur:bances in the Estero in frvt:r of olre rootcd in hearsay and ideology. You have, 
regrettably, cltosen to follow the lead of the samc individuals whom the National Academy has 
already shown to bc compietely unreliable sourcos of infonnntion ar:ound this issue. 

.ALSA llontrl: 
I-yurrctLc K"lr", lul.ntrhn.lJ - Prcsidcrrt J. [ [r,'' ['q,; q11s, I:'h, L),, lleta.i unrn fu Ann Stcwsrt, Olcno 
I)tttrn n YntttaF,r ltr, I rrt".rr"ss - S ccrct'.rry WcLstcr L)tin, Stir,*,,n lirrnclr tlliz"l'ntfi O, Bolinot 
Mielrn.,,l Grcc,rLcrg, Invcrrrcs,r .'['r.n",,rfir l:Lg,.y ll rl hnllnn, Nions i,r fohlr \fliaL, Niu".5ip 

http:scienti.st
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We sr.rpport an MMC investigation into Harbor Seal disturbances, where the data shows such 
disturbances to be significant. We adanrantly oppose such an investigation i:llthe only data 
considered is a politically selected.subseto tlre insignificance of which has already been 
confir:med by NAS investigators. 

We urgently request that you :immediately broaden the scope of the MMC investigation to 
include all known sources ollrseal disturbanoe in Drakes Estero. Anything less constitutes a 

shameful abdication of NIMC responsibility to bott the resource and tlre public trust. 

cc:	 Sccretary of the Interior, Ken Salazar 
Senator Dianne Fein stein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Con gres$worran Lynn trVooisey 
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ALLIANCE FOR LOCAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
 

PO BOX T316. PT. REYEs STATIoN, CA 94956
 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

?o, FROM: 

TimotlryRagen	 Donna Yamagata 
GJMPAhtrY:	 lrATEr 

}{arine }&mmal Commission	 8/31/2A09 
FAX 	NIJMBER ToT L No. oF PAGEs, INO-IDING COVER, 

301-50+0099 3 
PHONE NTMISIlR; SENDER'S REFE ITENG NI-IMBER: 

YOLIR REFERENCE NLI}v,{RER: 

Dffikes Estert> 
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NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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