e

STATE OF CALIFORMIA-—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

714/744 P STREET L
P.O. BOX 942732 /
SACRAMENTO, CA 94234.7320

(916) 322-2040 March 22, 1991

PETE WILSON, Governor

Mr. Dave Shuford

Staff Biologist

Point Reyes Bird Observatory
4990 Shoreline Highway
Stinson Beach, CA 94970

Dear Mr. Shuford:

Thank you for the camments in your letter of March 20, 1991
draft Management Plan for Camnercial Shellfishing in Drakes Estero
California.

The mission of this Department's preharvest shellfish sanitatio
to ensure that shellfish harvested for human consumption are taken only from

Sucha.reasaxﬂatsuchtimesthatﬂleywillbeasafe food. That is the
purpose of the management plan.

reason, Iamforwamlrgymroamrentsbycopyofthislettertom. Robson A.

You may contact him by telephone at
(916) 324-9676 if you wish to discuss this matter with him.

Sincerely,

Wiy

Kenneth/H. Hansgen
Supervis Public Health Biologist
Envirormental Management Branch

cc: Rabson A. Collins /-
Department of Fish and Game
Marine Resources Division
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Kennath H, Hnnsg{en

Calif, Dept. Health Scervices
Envir, lealrh Serv. Sec,

714 p Street, Rm f1]6

‘P.0., Box 94234-71320

Dear Mr, Hnnng/bn:

T would 1ika to take this 2Pportunity to respond ro the
Department of Health Service's Notice of Tnrent to Adopt a
Management PJlap for Commercinl Shel]fishing in Drake'g Esterog
‘California, Although thig may not ftall directly under rhe purvue
of the Department of Health Snrvicea, we wonld like to register
our concern over (he porenrial f{mpaccs that txpanded commercial
shellfiah harvesting may have on birds and marine mammalg 10
Drake's fZestero, our vnderstanding {s that the harvesting areas
in Drake!y Estero continue to lnerease and now eXtend heyond the
Timitse set by rhe Deparement of Fish and Game.

To our knowledge there have been no studies of rthe impacets of
shellfigh harvesting on birds and marine mammals in Drake'g
Estero. Specing that we feel would most likely bhe affected hy
such activity yre: shorebirds thar depend on rhe inverrehrare
Fesoures of the estero'sy mudflacs, diving ducks which feed on
mollusks wiLh whiech rhe bharvescend ovsters might compate, and
harbor seajis which daily haul out on mudflars to rest and
Seasonally dapend on them as critical PUpping arepas, Qur studies
have fdentifieg Drake's Estero as an important wintering area and
migratory Slaging area for shorebirds and waterfowl and PRRO
Pesearch Associate Saral Allen's srtudfes fhow that the estero is
Very important to harbor sealy, We undersrand Lhat cooperarive
studies between Audubon Canyon Ranch and the California
Department of Fish and Game are underway in Tomales Bay to assess
the impacts of shellfish harvesting an thorebirds, e strongly
Urge that any management plan f(or shellf{sh harvesting in Drake'sg
Estero assess the potencial impacrs an hirds, marine mammals, and
other wildlifoe tesources hefore any furrher fncreasge In shellfigh
harvesting g allowed,  Suceh an ARROSEmMent should draw on the




serrinent scudjes in Tomales Bay which should be expanded tao

‘nclude Drake's Fstero and other potentially impacted specics of
wildlife. )
wWe would be glad to provide any additional information thar

would be paerrinent to the assessment of the impacrs of shellfish
narvescing on wildlife in Drake's

Estero. Thanks for vour
conslderarinonn,

Sincerealy,

Dave Shuford
JSrtarf Kiologist

Coastal and Lstuarine Program

ce: William Shook, Richard Wrant PRNS
DeWayne Johuston CNFG

John Kelly Audubon Canyoun Ranch
Zd Uaher GFNMS
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