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• Sec. 459c. Point Reyes National Seashore; 
purposes; authorization for establishment 

-In order to save and preserve, for purposes of 
public recreation, benefit, and inspiration, a 
portion of the diminishing seashore of the 
United States that remains undeveloped 

Point Reyes NS Enabling Legislation 
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Prioritization of natural values: The Secretary shall 
administer the Seashore “without impairment of its 
natural values, in a manner which provides for such 
recreational, educational, historic preservation, 
interpretation, and scientific research opportunities as 
are consistent with, based upon, and supportive of the 
maximum protection, restoration, and preservation of 
the natural environment within the area.” (Emphasis 
added.) 

Point Reyes NS Enabling Legislation 
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The House Committee Report states that this language 
“underscores the intention that the Seashore is to be managed 
for the protection of its natural environment and values.” 
(Emphasis added.) 

The Report makes clear that the Seashore should be managed 
under the then existing NPS policies governing “natural” areas 
rather than the policies for “recreational” areas.  These policies 
emphasize, among other things, the preservation of the total 
environment of natural areas, the removal of all inconsistent 
physical improvements or land uses on acquired property, and 
the elimination “as rapidly as possible” of nonpark uses and 
developments.   See Administrative Policies (Natural Area 
Category), revised 1970, at 16, 28, 62. 
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Point Reyes Wilderness Act 1976 

Enactment of additional Point Reyes National Seashore 
legislation to designate wilderness and strengthen the enabling 
act (Pub. L. No. 94-544 (Oct. 18, 1976): 

Designates as wilderness, to be administered by the Secretary 
of the Interior in accordance with the Wilderness Act, 25,370 
acres and potential wilderness additions (including Drakes 
Estero) comprising 8,003 acres 
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Management of Wilderness 
The principle of nondegradation will be applied to 
wilderness management, and each wilderness area’s 
condition will be measured and assessed against its own 
unimpaired standard. Natural processes will be allowed, 
insofar as possible, to shape and control wilderness 
ecosystems. 

(NPS Management Policies, Sec. 6.3.7, 2006) 
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Management should seek to sustain the 
natural distribution, numbers, population 
composition, and interaction of indigenous 
species. 

(NPS Management Policies, Sec. 6.3.7, 2006) 
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2010 Appropriations Bill Language 
Point Reyes National Seashore, extension of permit 

• Sec. 124. Prior to the expiration on November 30, 2012 of the Drake's Bay 
Oyster Company's Reservation of Use and Occupancy and associated 
special use permit (`existing authorization') within Drake's Estero at Point 
Reyes National Seashore, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of the Interior is authorized to issue a special use permit with the 
same terms and conditions as the existing authorization, except as provided 
herein, for a period of 10 years from November 30, 2012: Provided, That 
such extended authorization is subject to annual payments to the United 
States based on the fair market value of the use of the Federal property for 
the duration of such renewal. The Secretary shall take into consideration 
recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences Report pertaining 
to shellfish mariculture in Point Reyes National Seashore before modifying 
any terms and conditions of the extended authorization. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to have any application to any location other than 
Point Reyes National Seashore; nor shall anything in this section be cited as 
precedent for management of any potential wilderness outside the 
Seashore. 
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General Special Use Permit Language 
CLOSED AREAS 

– Drakes Beach 
• The entire Drakes Estero is closed to boating, 

canoeing, or kayaking from March 1 to June 30 for 
the seal pupping season.  

• During other months of the year, remember that 
haul-out sites are sensitive, use caution and keep 
your distance. 

• Seal disturbance may cause revocation of this 
Authorization.  (Title 50, Section 216.3, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Title 36, Section 1.5(b)(iii) & 
2.2(a)(2) Code of Federal Regulations) 
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General Special Use Permit Language 
WILDLIFE (General) 

– Harbor seals and other pinnipeds need to haul out 
for several hours every day to rest.  Give them a 
berth of at least 300 feet when the seals are on 
land and 50 feet in the water. The Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 prohibits the 
disturbance of marine mammals. It includes a 
prohibition against any act of pursuit, torment or 
annoyance that has the potential to injure or 
disturb a marine mammal or marine mammal 
stock in the wild by causing disruption of 
behavioral patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, 
or sheltering. (16 USC 1362, 16 USC 1372). 
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DBOC Permit Language 
• vii) Permittee must avoid disturbance to marine 

mammals and marine mammal haul-out sites. The 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq., includes a prohibition against any act of pursuit, 
torment or annoyance that has the potential to injure 
or disturb a marine mammal or marine mammal stock 
in the wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, migration, 
breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or sheltering. 
Permittee will maintain a distance of at least 100 
yards from hauled out seals throughout the year. 
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DBOC Special Use Permit 
• Permitter will monitor marine mammal 

populations in Drakes Estero. In addition, 
during the pupping harbor seal closure period, 
March 1-June 30, the designated wilderness 
area (outside of Permit area) is closed to all 
boats. Permittee will follow “Drakes Estero 
Aquaculture and Harbor Seal Protection 
Protocol” attached hereto as Exhibit C. 
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• If required by CDHS, watercraft may use the 
Main Channel identified in Exhibit C during 
the pupping harbor seal closure period only to 
access CDHS’s sentinel monitoring station for 
marine biotoxins. Boats shall be operated at 
low speed, near the eastern shore, to minimize 
chance of disturbance to harbor seals. No other 
use of the Main Channel is authorized during 
the pupping harbor seal closure period. 
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Drakes Estero Aquaculture and Harbor Seal 
Protection Protocol 
The following items are mutually agreed to for protection of 
harbor seals in and adjacent to the Harbor Seal Protection 
Areas identified in the Map, attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference ("Protocol Map"): 

• During the pupping season, March 1 through June 30, the 
"Main Channel" and "Lateral Channel" of Drakes Estero will 
be closed to boat traffic. During the remainder of the year, the 
Lateral Channel and Main Channel are open to boat traffic 
outside of the protection zone. 
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• During the breeding season, Permittee boats may use 
the "West Channel" at low speed while maintaining a 
distance of at least 100 yards from hauled out seals. 

• Throughout the year, all of Permittee's boats, 
personnel, and any structures and materials owned or 
used by Permittee shall be prohibited from the harbor 
seal protection areas identified on the Protocol Map. 
In addition, all of the Permittee's boats and personnel 
shall be prohibited from coming within 100 yards of 
hauled out harbor seals. 
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