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OverviewOverview 

��Department of Fish and GameDepartment of Fish and Game’’ss 
Management Authority in DrakesManagement Authority in Drakes 
EsteroEstero 

��1992 Record of Agreement1992 Record of Agreement 

��History of oyster and clam productionHistory of oyster and clam production 
in Drakes Esteroin Drakes Estero 



  

  
    

  

    
      
    

DepDepararttment oment off Fish andFish and GaGameme’’ss 

ManagemeManagement Ant Authoruthoritityy
 

�� 11934934 –– LLeaseasiningg ofof ssttaatete wwaterater botbotttoomsms inin DrakesDrakes 
EsEstteero daro datestes toto aat let leaasstt 19341934 

�� 11965965 –– CACA LegiLegislatslatururee grgraantednted toto tthhee U.SU.S.. titiddee 
aand snd sububmergemergedd lalanndsds wwithin PRNSithin PRNS (C(Chapterhapter 
9983,83, SStatatututtees ofs of 1199665)5) 

�� 19721972 –– Johnson Oyster Company conveyed itsJohnson Oyster Company conveyed its 
property to the U.S., subject to a reservation ofproperty to the U.S., subject to a reservation of 
occupancy and use in the grant deedoccupancy and use in the grant deed 



    

  

  

Management Authority cont.Management Authority cont. 

�� The reservation specifies a 40The reservation specifies a 40--year termyear term 
and expires in November 2012and expires in November 2012 

�� The existing state water bottoms leasesThe existing state water bottoms leases 
are contingent upon the reservation of useare contingent upon the reservation of use 
and occupancy, which after it expires,and occupancy, which after it expires, 
requires a special use permitrequires a special use permit 



    
  

  

      
  

    

Management Authority cont.Management Authority cont. 

�� The state water bottoms leases in DrakesThe state water bottoms leases in Drakes 
Estero were renewed by the Fish andEstero were renewed by the Fish and 
Game Commission in 1979 and again inGame Commission in 1979 and again in 
20042004 
�� Made contingent upon compliance with theMade contingent upon compliance with the 

1972 agreement and, after its expiration, with1972 agreement and, after its expiration, with 
any PRNS special use permitany PRNS special use permit 



  
  

Management Authority cont.Management Authority cont. 

�� The 1965 legislative grant did not createThe 1965 legislative grant did not create 
an area of exclusive federal jurisdictionan area of exclusive federal jurisdiction 
�� The oyster farm continues to be subject toThe oyster farm continues to be subject to 

ongoing Department management, oversightongoing Department management, oversight 
and enforcementand enforcement 

�� In July 2007, DFG, DBOC, NPS, and CCCIn July 2007, DFG, DBOC, NPS, and CCC 
met with U.S. Senator Diane Feinsteinmet with U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein 



  

  

  
  

1992 Record of Agreement1992 Record of Agreement 

�� June 1991June 1991 –– PRNS expressed concernsPRNS expressed concerns 
on the impacts of JOC to harbor seal haulon the impacts of JOC to harbor seal haul 
out areas in a letter to DFGout areas in a letter to DFG 

�� October 1991October 1991 -- DFG recommendsDFG recommends 
notifying the NMFS of any perceivednotifying the NMFS of any perceived 
violations of the Marine Mammalviolations of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and a meeting with NPS,Protection Act and a meeting with NPS, 
DFG, JOC, and NMFSDFG, JOC, and NMFS 



      
    

    

  
  

Record of Agreement cont.Record of Agreement cont. 

�� NMFS arranges an interagency meeting toNMFS arranges an interagency meeting to 
discuss concerns surrounding JOC operationsdiscuss concerns surrounding JOC operations 
for December 1991for December 1991 

�� January 1992 meeting with representatives fromJanuary 1992 meeting with representatives from 
NPS, NMFS, JOC, DFG and DHSNPS, NMFS, JOC, DFG and DHS 

�� Understanding was reached during the meetingUnderstanding was reached during the meeting 
regarding harbor seal protection in Drakesregarding harbor seal protection in Drakes 
Estero and a Record of Agreement was draftedEstero and a Record of Agreement was drafted 



      

      
  

    
    

      
    

      
  

      
      

    
        

  

RecorRecordd of Aof Aggrreeement cement cont.ont.
 

�� A serA series oies of of opeperarating pting procedroceduures wares was as aggreedreed uponupon toto 
mminiminimizizee the disturthe disturbbanancece toto harharbbor sealor sealss 
�� DuDurringing ppuuppppiinngg sseeaassoonn, M, Maarrchch 1515 –– JJuunnee 3300, th, the me mainain chanchannenell 

ooff DrDraakkees Ess Esttereroo wiwillll bbee clcloosed tosed to boboaatt trtraaffffic.ic. 
�� TThhee ““lalattereraall cchannhanneell”” bbeettwween beeen bedds 2, 3s 2, 3, an, andd 11 aarree cclosloseed tod to 

bboaoat trt traafffficic frfroomm MaMarrcchh 1155 –– JJuunnee 1.1. 
�� OOyysstterer seedseedinging ooppeerraattiioonnss iinn bbeedsds 1, 21, 2,, anandd 33, l, looccaatetedd bbetetwweeeenn 

CrCreeaammeerryy bbaayy andand BBaarrrriieses BBaayy, b, bee dedeffererredred ununtitill JJuunnee 11, if, if 
pposossiblesible.. EEararlliieerr ccoommeencnceemmenentt ddateatess,, ifif ananyy,, sshhooulduld bbee 
ccoooorrddinatedinated bebettweenween JJOCOC anand Nd NPPSS.. 

�� TheThe ““lateral channellateral channel”” should be used as little as possibleshould be used as little as possible 
between June 1between June 1 –– June 30. Oyster beds 2 and 3 should beJune 30. Oyster beds 2 and 3 should be 
approached from the north at low speed, and the bedsapproached from the north at low speed, and the beds 
themselves planted from north to south so that disturbance nearthemselves planted from north to south so that disturbance near 
thethe ““lateral channellateral channel”” will occur toward the end of thewill occur toward the end of the puppingpupping 
season.season. 



    
  

Record of Agreement cont.Record of Agreement cont. 

�� The operating procedures have been inThe operating procedures have been in 
place and used by JOC and DBOC sinceplace and used by JOC and DBOC since 
19921992 



  

  
  

  

  

  

  

History of Oyster ProductionHistory of Oyster Production 

�� A combination of economic and diseaseA combination of economic and disease 
impacts resulted in a series of productionimpacts resulted in a series of production 
declines in Drakes/declines in Drakes/TomalesTomales Bay areaBay area 
beginning inbeginning in 19961996 through 2003through 2003 

�� From 1984 to 1997 oyster productionFrom 1984 to 1997 oyster production 
remained at a level equal to or above theremained at a level equal to or above the 
current 2009 productioncurrent 2009 production 

��Minimum oyster harvest required to meetMinimum oyster harvest required to meet 
lease acreage prooflease acreage proof--ofof--use is 182,000use is 182,000 
pounds of shucked oysterspounds of shucked oysters 



          
 

 

   
    

   
    
  

DrakesEstero Oyster Production in Shucked Poundsfrom 1995 to 2009 
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History of Clam ProductionHistory of Clam Production 

�� The Manila clam is the species cultured inThe Manila clam is the species cultured in 
CaliforniaCalifornia 

�� The culture of clams in CA began in 1981,The culture of clams in CA began in 1981, 
but production levels were relatively lowbut production levels were relatively low 
until the mid 1990suntil the mid 1990s 

�� 2009 is the first year that DBOC has2009 is the first year that DBOC has 
harvested Manila clamsharvested Manila clams –– 458 pounds458 pounds 



Contact InformationContact Information 

Kirsten RameyKirsten Ramey 

CA Department of Fish and GameCA Department of Fish and Game 

Marine Region Aquaculture CoordinatorMarine Region Aquaculture Coordinator 

619 Second Street619 Second Street 

Eureka, CA 95501Eureka, CA 95501 

707707--445445--53655365 


