
(b) the Management Authority shall, after consultation with the State of export, return the specimen to that State at the expense of 
that State, or to a rescue centre or such other place as the Management Authority deems appropriate and consistent with the 
purposes of the present Convention; and  
 
(c) the Management Authority may obtain the advice of a Scientific Authority, or may, whenever it considers it desirable, consult the 
Secretariat in order to facilitate the decision under sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph, including the choice of a rescue centre or 
other place.  

5. A rescue centre as referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article means an institution designated by a Management Authority to look 
after the welfare of living specimens, particularly those that have been confiscated. 

6. Each Party shall maintain records of trade in specimens of species included in Appendices I, II and III which shall cover:  

(a) the names and addresses of exporters and importers; and  

(b) the number and type of permits and certificates granted; the States with which such trade occurred; the numbers or quantities 
and types of specimens, names of species as included in Appendices I, II and III and, where applicable, the size and sex of the 
specimens in question.  

7. Each Party shall prepare periodic reports on its implementation of the present Convention and shall transmit to the Secretariat:  

(a) an annual report containing a summary of the information specified in sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 6 of this Article; and  

(b) a biennial report on legislative, regulatory and administrative measures taken to enforce the provisions of the present 
Convention.  

8. The information referred to in paragraph 7 of this Article shall be available to the public where this is not inconsistent with the law 
of the Party concerned.  

 

Article IX  
Management and Scientific Authorities  

1. Each Party shall designate for the purposes of the present Convention:  

(a) one or more Management Authorities competent to grant permits or certificates on behalf of that Party; and  

(b) one or more Scientific Authorities.  

2. A State depositing an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall at that time inform the Depositary 
Government of the name and address of the Management Authority authorized to communicate with other Parties and with the 
Secretariat. 

3. Any changes in the designations or authorizations under the provisions of this Article shall be communicated by the Party 
concerned to the Secretariat for transmission to all other Parties. 

4. Any Management Authority referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article shall, if so requested by the Secretariat or the Management 
Authority of another Party, communicate to it impression of stamps, seals or other devices used to authenticate permits or 
certificates.  

 

Article X  
Trade with States not Party to the Convention  

Where export or re-export is to, or import is from, a State not a Party to the present Convention, comparable documentation issued 
by the competent authorities in that State which substantially conforms with the requirements of the present Convention for permits 
and certificates may be accepted in lieu thereof by any Party.  

Article XI  
Conference of the Parties  

1. The Secretariat shall call a meeting of the Conference of the Parties not later than two years after the entry into force of the 
present Convention. 



2. Thereafter the Secretariat shall convene regular meetings at least once every two years, unless the Conference decides 
otherwise, and extraordinary meetings at any time on the written request of at least one-third of the Parties. 

3. At meetings, whether regular or extraordinary, the Parties shall review the implementation of the present Convention and may:  

(a) make such provision as may be necessary to enable the Secretariat to carry out its duties, and adopt financial provisions;  

(b) consider and adopt amendments to Appendices I and II in accordance with Article XV;  
 
(c) review the progress made towards the restoration and conservation of the species included in Appendices I, II and III;  
 
(d) receive and consider any reports presented by the Secretariat or by any Party; and  
 
(e) where appropriate, make recommendations for improving the effectiveness of the present Convention.  

4. At each regular meeting, the Parties may determine the time and venue of the next regular meeting to be held in accordance with 
the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article. 

5. At any meeting, the Parties may determine and adopt rules of procedure for the meeting. 

6. The United Nations, its Specialized Agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State not a Party to the 
present Convention, may be represented at meetings of the Conference by observers, who shall have the right to participate but not 
to vote. 

7. Any body or agency technically qualified in protection, conservation or management of wild fauna and flora, in the following 
categories, which has informed the Secretariat of its desire to be represented at meetings of the Conference by observers, shall be 
admitted unless at least one-third of the Parties present object:  

(a) international agencies or bodies, either governmental or non-governmental, and national governmental agencies and bodies; 
and  

(b) national non-governmental agencies or bodies which have been approved for this purpose by the State in which they are 
located. Once admitted, these observers shall have the right to participate but not to vote.  

 

Article XII  
The Secretariat  

1. Upon entry into force of the present Convention, a Secretariat shall be provided by the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme. To the extent and in the manner he considers appropriate, he may be assisted by suitable inter-
governmental or non-governmental international or national agencies and bodies technically qualified in protection, conservation 
and management of wild fauna and flora.  

2. The functions of the Secretariat shall be:  

(a) to arrange for and service meetings of the Parties;  

(b) to perform the functions entrusted to it under the provisions of Articles XV and XVI of the present Convention;  

(c) to undertake scientific and technical studies in accordance with programmes authorized by the Conference of the Parties as will 
contribute to the implementation of the present Convention, including studies concerning standards for appropriate preparation and 
shipment of living specimens and the means of identifying specimens;  
 
(d) to study the reports of Parties and to request from Parties such further information with respect thereto as it deems necessary to 
ensure implementation of the present Convention;  
 
(e) to invite the attention of the Parties to any matter pertaining to the aims of the present Convention;  
 
(f) to publish periodically and distribute to the Parties current editions of Appendices I, II and III together with any information which 
will facilitate identification of specimens of species included in those Appendices;  
 
(g) to prepare annual reports to the Parties on its work and on the implementation of the present Convention and such other reports 


