
as meetings of the Parties may request;  
 
(h) to make recommendations for the implementation of the aims and provisions of the present Convention, including the exchange 
of information of a scientific or technical nature;  
 
(i) to perform any other function as may be entrusted to it by the Parties.  

 

Article XIII  
International Measures  

1. When the Secretariat in the light of information received is satisfied that any species included in Appendix I or II is being affected 
adversely by trade in specimens of that species or that the provisions of the present Convention are not being effectively 
implemented, it shall communicate such information to the authorized Management Authority of the Party or Parties concerned.  

2. When any Party receives a communication as indicated in paragraph 1 of this Article, it shall, as soon as possible, inform the 
Secretariat of any relevant facts insofar as its laws permit and, where appropriate, propose remedial action. Where the Party 
considers that an inquiry is desirable, such inquiry may be carried out by one or more persons expressly authorized by the Party. 

3. The information provided by the Party or resulting from any inquiry as specified in paragraph 2 of this Article shall be reviewed by 
the next Conference of the Parties which may make whatever recommendations it deems appropriate.  

 

Article XIV  
Effect on Domestic Legislation and International Conventions  

1. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way affect the right of Parties to adopt:  

(a) stricter domestic measures regarding the conditions for trade, taking, possession or transport of specimens of species included 
in Appendices I, II and III, or the complete prohibition thereof; or  

(b) domestic measures restricting or prohibiting trade, taking, possession or transport of species not included in Appendix I, II or III.  

2. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way affect the provisions of any domestic measures or the obligations of 
Parties deriving from any treaty, convention, or international agreement relating to other aspects of trade, taking, possession or 
transport of specimens which is in force or subsequently may enter into force for any Party including any measure pertaining to the 
Customs, public health, veterinary or plant quarantine fields. 

3. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way affect the provisions of, or the obligations deriving from, any treaty, 
convention or international agreement concluded or which may be concluded between States creating a union or regional trade 
agreement establishing or maintaining a common external Customs control and removing Customs control between the parties 
thereto insofar as they relate to trade among the States members of that union or agreement. 

4. A State party to the present Convention, which is also a party to any other treaty, convention or international agreement which is 
in force at the time of the coming into force of the present Convention and under the provisions of which protection is afforded to 
marine species included in Appendix II, shall be relieved of the obligations imposed on it under the provisions of the present 
Convention with respect to trade in specimens of species included in Appendix II that are taken by ships registered in that State and 
in accordance with the provisions of such other treaty, convention or international agreement. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of Articles III, IV and V, any export of a specimen taken in accordance with paragraph 4 of this 
Article shall only require a certificate from a Management Authority of the State of introduction to the effect that the specimen was 
taken in accordance with the provisions of the other treaty, convention or international agreement in question. 

6. Nothing in the present Convention shall prejudice the codification and development of the law of the sea by the United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea convened pursuant to Resolution 2750 C (XXV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
nor the present or future claims and legal views of any State concerning the law of the sea and the nature and extent of coastal and 
flag State jurisdiction.  

 
Article XV  

Amendments to Appendices I and II  
1. The following provisions shall apply in relation to amendments to Appendices I and II at meetings of the Conference of the 
Parties:  
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(a) Any Party may propose an amendment to Appendix I or II for consideration at the next meeting. The text of the proposed 
amendment shall be communicated to the Secretariat at least 150 days before the meeting. The Secretariat shall consult the other 
Parties and interested bodies on the amendment in accordance with the provisions of sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph 2 of 
this Article and shall communicate the response to all Parties not later than 30 days before the meeting.  

(b) Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of Parties present and voting. For these purposes "Parties present and 
voting" means Parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote. Parties abstaining from voting shall not be counted 
among the two-thirds required for adopting an amendment.  
 
(c) Amendments adopted at a meeting shall enter into force 90 days after that meeting for all Parties except those which make a 
reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article.  

2. The following provisions shall apply in relation to amendments to Appendices I and II between meetings of the Conference of the 
Parties:  

(a) Any Party may propose an amendment to Appendix I or II for consideration between meetings by the postal procedures set forth 
in this paragraph.  

(b) For marine species, the Secretariat shall, upon receiving the text of the proposed amendment, immediately communicate it to the 
Parties. It shall also consult inter-governmental bodies having a function in relation to those species especially with a view to 
obtaining scientific data these bodies may be able to provide and to ensuring co-ordination with any conservation measures 
enforced by such bodies. The Secretariat shall communicate the views expressed and data provided by these bodies and its own 
findings and recommendations to the Parties as soon as possible.  
 
(c) For species other than marine species, the Secretariat shall, upon receiving the text of the proposed amendment, immediately 
communicate it to the Parties, and, as soon as possible thereafter, its own recommendations.  
 
(d) Any Party may, within 60 days of the date on which the Secretariat communicated its recommendations to the Parties under sub-
paragraph (b) or (c) of this paragraph, transmit to the Secretariat any comments on the proposed amendment together with any 
relevant scientific data and information.  
 
(e) The Secretariat shall communicate the replies received together with its own recommendations to the Parties as soon as 
possible. (f) If no objection to the proposed amendment is received by the Secretariat within 30 days of the date the replies and 
recommendations were communicated under the provisions of sub-paragraph (e) of this paragraph, the amendment shall enter into 
force 90 days later for all Parties except those which make a reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article.  
 
(g) If an objection by any Party is received by the Secretariat, the proposed amendment shall be submitted to a postal vote in 
accordance with the provisions of sub-paragraphs (h) , (i) and (j) of this paragraph.  
 
(h) The Secretariat shall notify the Parties that notification of objection has been received.  
 
(i) Unless the Secretariat receives the votes for, against or in abstention from at least one-half of the Parties within 60 days of the 
date of notification under sub-paragraph (h) of this paragraph, the proposed amendment shall be referred to the next meeting of the 
Conference for further consideration.  
 
(j) Provided that votes are received from one-half of the Parties, the amendment shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of Parties 
casting an affirmative or negative vote.  
 
(k) The Secretariat shall notify all Parties of the result of the vote.  
 
(l) If the proposed amendment is adopted it shall enter into force 90 days after the date of the notification by the Secretariat of its 
acceptance for all Parties except those which make a reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article.  

3. During the period of 90 days provided for by sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1 or sub-paragraph (l) of paragraph 2 of this Article 
any Party may by notification in writing to the Depositary Government make a reservation with respect to the amendment. Until such 
reservation is withdrawn the Party shall be treated as a State not a Party to the present Convention with respect to trade in the 
species concerned.  

 

Article XVI  
Appendix III and Amendments thereto  

1. Any Party may at any time submit to the Secretariat a list of species which it identifies as being subject to regulation within its 
jurisdiction for the purpose mentioned in paragraph 3 of Article II. Appendix III shall include the names of the Parties submitting the 
species for inclusion therein, the scientific names of the species so submitted, and any parts or derivatives of the animals or plants 
concerned that are specified in relation to the species for the purposes of sub-paragraph (b) of Article I. 


