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TITLE I—UNITED STATES RIGHTS AND AUTHORITY REGARDING FISH AND 
FISHERY RESOURCES  

 
SEC. 101.  UNITED STATES SOVEREIGN RIGHTS TO FISH        16 U.S.C. 1811 
       AND FISHERY MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY  
 
99-659, 102-251 

(a)  IN THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—Except as provided in section 102, the 
United States claims, and will exercise in the manner provided for in this Act, sovereign rights 
and exclusive fishery management authority over all fish, and all Continental Shelf fishery 
resources, within the exclusive economic zone [and special areas]*.  
 
99-659, 101-627, 102-251  

(b)  BEYOND THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The United States claims, and 
will exercise in the manner provided for in this Act, exclusive fishery management authority 
over the following:  

(1) All anadromous species throughout the migratory range of each such species beyond 
the exclusive economic zone; except that that management authority does not extend to any 
such species during the time they are found within any waters of a foreign nation.  

(2) All Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond the exclusive economic zone.  
[(3) All fishery resources in the special areas.]* 

 
 
 
SEC. 102.  HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES                                      16 U.S.C. 1812 
 
99-659, 101-627, 104-297, 109-479 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall cooperate directly or through appropriate 
international organizations with those nations involved in fisheries for highly migratory species 
with a view to ensuring conservation and shall promote the achievement of optimum yield of 
such species throughout their range, both within and beyond the exclusive economic zone. 
 
109-479 

(b) TRADITIONAL PARTICIPATION.—In managing any fisheries under an international 
fisheries agreement to which the United States is a party, the appropriate Council or Secretary 
shall take into account the traditional participation in the fishery, relative to other nations, by 
fishermen of the United States on fishing vessels of the United States. 
 
109-479 

(c) PROMOTION OF STOCK MANAGEMENT.—If a relevant international fisheries 
organization does not have a process for developing a formal plan to rebuild a depleted stock, 
an overfished stock, or a stock that is approaching a condition of being overfished, the 
provisions of this Act in this regard shall be communicated to and promoted by the United 
States in the international or regional fisheries organization. 




