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(C) funding, pursuant to the requirements of section 312(b), to fishermen who are 
willing to scrap a fishing vessel and permanently surrender permits for fisheries named on 
that vessel; and 

(D) any other activities authorized under section 312 of this Act or section 308(d) of 
the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 4107(d)). 
 
(2) JOB TRAINING.—Any fisherman who decides to scrap a fishing vessel under the 

program shall be eligible for job training assistance. 
 
(3) STATE PARTICIPATION OBLIGATION.—The participation by a State in the 

program shall be conditioned upon a commitment by the appropriate State entity to ensure 
that the relevant State fishery meets the requirements of section 312(b) of this Act to ensure 
excess capacity does not re-enter the fishery. 

 
(4) NO MATCHING REQUIRED.—The Secretary may waive the matching requirements 

of section 312 of this Act, section 308 of the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 
U.S.C. 4107), and any other provision of law under which the Federal share of the cost of 
any activity is limited to less than 100 percent if the Secretary determines that— 

(A) no reasonable means are available through which applicants can meet the 
matching requirement; and 

(B) the probable benefit of 100 percent Federal financing outweighs the public 
interest in imposition of the matching requirement. 
 
(5) NET REVENUE LIMIT INAPPLICABLE.—Section 308(d)(3) of the 

Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act (16 U.S.C. 4107(d)(3)) shall not apply to assistance under 
this section. 
 
(c) REGIONAL IMPACT EVALUATION.—Within 2 months after a catastrophic regional 

fishery disaster the Secretary shall provide the Governor of each State participating in the 
program a comprehensive economic and socio-economic evaluation of the affected region’s 
fisheries to assist the Governor in assessing the current and future economic viability of affected 
fisheries, including the economic impact of foreign fish imports and the direct, indirect, or 
environmental impact of the disaster on the fishery and coastal communities. 

 
(d) CATASTROPHIC REGIONAL FISHERY DISASTER DEFINED.—In this section the 

term ‘catastrophic regional fishery disaster’ means a natural disaster, including a hurricane or 
tsunami, or a regulatory closure (including regulatory closures resulting from judicial action) to 
protect human health or the marine environment, that— 

(1) results in economic losses to coastal or fishing communities; 
(2) affects more than 1 State or a major fishery managed by a Council or interstate fishery 

commission; and 
(3) is determined by the Secretary to be a commercial fishery failure under section 312(a) 

of this Act or a fishery resource disaster or section 308(d) of the Interjurisdictional Fisheries 
Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 4107(d)). 
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P.L. 109-479, sec. 115        16 U.S.C. 1864 note 
FISHERIES HURRICANE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce shall establish an assistance program for the Gulf of 
Mexico commercial and recreational fishing industry. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Under the program, the Secretary shall allocate funds appropriated 
to carry out the program among the States of Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, and Texas in 
proportion to the percentage of the fishery (including crawfish) catch landed by each State before August 
29, 2005, except that the amount allocated to Florida shall be based exclusively on the proportion of such 
catch landed by the Florida Gulf Coast fishery. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—Of the amounts made available to each State under the program— 
(1) 2 percent shall be retained by the State to be used for the distribution of additional payments to 

fishermen with a demonstrated record of compliance with turtle excluder and bycatch reduction device 
regulations; and 

(2) the remainder of the amounts shall be used for— 
(A) personal assistance, with priority given to food, energy needs, housing assistance, 

transportation fuel, and other urgent needs; 
(B) assistance for small businesses, including fishermen, fish processors, and related 

businesses serving the fishing industry; 
(C) domestic product marketing and seafood promotion;  
(D) State seafood testing programs; 
(E) the development of limited entry programs for the fishery; 
(F) funding or other incentives to ensure widespread and proper use of turtle excluder devices 

and bycatch reduction devices in the fishery; and 
(G) voluntary capacity reduction programs for shrimp fisheries under limited access programs. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Commerce $17,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2007 through 2012 to carry out this section. 




