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TITLE IV—FISHERY MONITORING AND RESEARCH 
 
104-297  
SEC. 401. REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION 16 U.S.C. 1881 
     MANAGEMENT 
  

(a) STANDARDIZED FISHING VESSEL REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.—The Secretary shall, in cooperation with the Secretary of the 
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, the States, the Councils, and Marine 
Fisheries Commissions, develop recommendations for implementation of a standardized fishing 
vessel registration and information management system on a regional basis. The 
recommendations shall be developed after consultation with interested governmental and 
nongovernmental parties and shall— 

(1) be designed to standardize the requirements of vessel registration and information 
collection systems required by this Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1361 
et seq.), and any other marine resource law implemented by the Secretary, and, with the 
permission of a State, any marine resource law implemented by such State; 

 
(2) integrate information collection programs under existing fishery management plans 

into a non-duplicative information collection and management system; 
 
(3) avoid duplication of existing State, tribal, or Federal systems and shall utilize, to the 

maximum extent practicable, information collected from existing systems; 
 
(4) provide for implementation of the system through cooperative agreements with 

appropriate State, regional, or tribal entities and Marine Fisheries Commissions; 
 
(5) provide for funding (subject to appropriations) to assist appropriate State, regional, or 

tribal entities and Marine Fisheries Commissions in implementation; 
 
(6) establish standardized units of measurement, nomenclature, and formats for the 

collection and submission of information; 
 
(7) minimize the paperwork required for vessels registered under the system; 
 
(8) include all species of fish within the geographic areas of authority of the Councils and 

all fishing vessels including charter fishing vessels, but excluding recreational fishing 
vessels; 

 
(9) require United States fish processors, and fish dealers and other first ex-vessel 

purchasers of fish that are subject to the proposed system, to submit information (other than 
economic information) which may be necessary to meet the goals of the proposed system; 
and 
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(10) include procedures necessary to ensure— 
(A) the confidentiality of information collected under this section in accordance with 

section 402(b); and 
(B) the timely release or availability to the public of information collected under this 

section consistent with section 402(b). 
 

(b) FISHING VESSEL REGISTRATION.—The proposed registration system should, at a 
minimum, obtain the following information for each fishing vessel— 

(1) the name and official number or other identification, together with the name and 
address of the owner or operator or both; 

(2) gross tonnage, vessel capacity, type and quantity of fishing gear, mode of operation 
(catcher, catcher processor, or other), and such other pertinent information with respect to 
vessel characteristics as the Secretary may require; and 

(3) identification (by species, gear type, geographic area of operations, and season) of the 
fisheries in which the fishing vessel participates. 

 
(c) FISHERY INFORMATION.—The proposed information management system should, at 

a minimum, provide basic fisheries performance information for each fishery, including— 
(1) the number of vessels participating in the fishery including charter fishing vessels; 
(2) the time period in which the fishery occurs; 
(3) the approximate geographic location or official reporting area where the fishery 

occurs; 
(4) a description of fishing gear used in the fishery, including the amount and type of 

such gear and the appropriate unit of fishing effort; and 
(5) other information required under subsection 303(a)(5) or requested by the Council 

under section 402. 
 

(d) USE OF REGISTRATION.—Any registration recommended under this section shall not 
be considered a permit for the purposes of this Act, and the Secretary may not propose to 
revoke, suspend, deny, or impose any other conditions or restrictions on any such registration or 
the use of such registration under this Act. 
 

(e) PUBLIC COMMENT.—Within one year after the date of enactment of the Sustainable 
Fisheries Act, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register for a 60-day public comment 
period a proposal that would provide for implementation of a standardized fishing vessel 
registration and information collection system that meets the requirements of subsections (a) 
through (c). The proposal shall include— 

(1) a description of the arrangements of the Secretary for consultation and cooperation 
with the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, the States, the Councils, Marine 
Fisheries Commissions, the fishing industry and other interested parties; and 

(2) any proposed regulations or legislation necessary to implement the proposal. 



16 U.S.C. 1881 
MSA § 401 
 

 150 

(f) CONGRESSIONAL TRANSMITTAL.—Within 60 days after the end of the comment 
period and after consideration of comments received under subsection (e), the Secretary shall 
transmit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives a recommended proposal for 
implementation of a national fishing vessel registration system that includes— 

(1) any modifications made after comment and consultation; 
(2) a proposed implementation schedule, including a schedule for the proposed 

cooperative agreements required under subsection (a)(4); and 
(3) recommendations for any such additional legislation as the Secretary considers 

necessary or desirable to implement the proposed system. 
 
109-479 

(g) RECREATIONAL FISHERIES.— 
 
(1) FEDERAL PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish and implement a regionally 

based registry program for recreational fishermen in each of the 8 fishery management 
regions. The program, which shall not require a fee before January 1, 2011, shall provide 
for— 

(A) the registration (including identification and contact information) of individuals 
who engage in recreational fishing— 

(i) in the Exclusive Economic Zone; 
(ii) for anadromous species; or 
(iii) for Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone; 

and 
(B) if appropriate, the registration (including the ownership, operator, and 

identification of the vessel) of vessels used in such fishing. 
 
(2) STATE PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall exempt from registration under the 

program recreational fishermen and charter fishing vessels licensed, permitted, or registered 
under the laws of a State if the Secretary determines that information from the State program 
is suitable for the Secretary’s use or is used to assist in completing marine recreational 
fisheries statistical surveys, or evaluating the effects of proposed conservation and 
management measures for marine recreational fisheries. 

 
(3) DATA COLLECTION.— 

 
(A) IMPROVEMENT OF THE MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERY 

STATISTICS SURVEY.—Within 24 months after the date of enactment of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, 
the Secretary, in consultation with representatives of the recreational fishing industry and 
experts in statistics, technology, and other appropriate fields, shall establish a program to 
improve the quality and accuracy of information generated by the Marine Recreational 
Fishery Statistics Survey, with a goal of achieving acceptable accuracy and utility for 
each individual fishery. 
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(B) NRC REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS.—The program shall take into 
consideration and, to the extent feasible, implement the recommendations of the National 
Research Council in its report Review of Recreational Fisheries Survey Methods (2006), 
including— 

(i) redesigning the Survey to improve the effectiveness and appropriateness of 
sampling and estimation procedures, its applicability to various kinds of management 
decisions, and its usefulness for social and economic analyses; and 

(ii) providing for ongoing technical evaluation and modification as needed to meet 
emerging management needs. 

 
(C) METHODOLOGY.—Unless the Secretary determines that alternate methods will 

achieve this goal more efficiently and effectively, the program shall, to the extent 
possible, include— 

(i) an adequate number of intercepts to accurately estimate recreational catch and 
effort; 

(ii) use of surveys that target anglers registered or licensed at the State or Federal 
level to collect participation and effort data; 

(iii) collection and analysis of vessel trip report data from charter fishing vessels; 
(iv) development of a weather corrective factor that can be applied to recreational 

catch and effort estimates; and 
(v) an independent committee composed of recreational fishermen, academics, 

persons with expertise in stock assessments and survey design, and appropriate 
personnel from the National Marine Fisheries Service to review the collection 
estimates, geographic, and other variables related to dockside intercepts and to 
identify deficiencies in recreational data collection, and possible correction measures. 
 
(D) DEADLINE.—The Secretary shall complete the program under this paragraph 

and implement the improved Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey not later than 
January 1, 2009. 
 
(4) REPORT.—Within 24 months after establishment of the program, the Secretary shall 

submit a report to Congress that describes the progress made toward achieving the goals and 
objectives of the program. 




