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104-297 
SEC. 406   FISHERIES SYSTEMS RESEARCH                                   16 U.S.C. 1882 
 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PANEL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
the Sustainable Fisheries Act, the Secretary shall establish an advisory panel under this Act to 
develop recommendations to expand the application of ecosystem principles in fishery 
conservation and management activities. 
 

(b) PANEL MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory panel shall consist of not more than 20 
individuals and include— 

(1) individuals with expertise in the structures, functions, and physical and biological 
characteristics of ecosystems; and 

(2) representatives from the Councils, States, fishing industry, conservation 
organizations, or others with expertise in the management of marine resources. 

 
(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Prior to selecting advisory panel members, the Secretary 

shall, with respect to panel members described in subsection (b)(1), solicit recommendations 
from the National  Academy of Sciences. 
 

(d) REPORT.—Within 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit to the Congress a completed report of the panel established under this section, which 
shall include— 

(1) an analysis of the extent to which ecosystem principles are being applied in fishery 
conservation and management activities, including research activities; 

(2) proposed actions by the Secretary and by the Congress that should be undertaken to 
expand the application of  ecosystem principles in fishery conservation and management; 
and 

(3) such other information as may be appropriate. 
 

(e) PROCEDURAL MATTER.—The advisory panel established under this section shall be 
deemed an advisory panel under section 302(g). 
 
109-479 

(f) REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM RESEARCH.— 
 
(1) STUDY.—Within 180 days after the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, the Secretary, in 
consultation with the Councils, shall undertake and complete a study on the state of the 
science for advancing the concepts and integration of ecosystem considerations in regional 
fishery management. The study should build upon the recommendations of the advisory 
panel and include— 

(A) recommendations for scientific data, information and technology requirements for 
understanding ecosystem processes, and methods for integrating such information from a 
variety of federal, state, and regional sources; 

(B) recommendations for processes for incorporating broad stake holder participation; 
(C) recommendations for processes to account for effects of environmental variation 

on fish stocks and fisheries; and 
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(D) a description of existing and developing council efforts to implement ecosystem 
approaches, including lessons learned by the councils. 
 
(2) AGENCY TECHNICAL ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE, REGIONAL PILOT 

PROGRAMS.—The Secretary is authorized to provide necessary technical advice and 
assistance, including grants, to the Councils for the development and design of regional pilot 
programs that build upon the recommendations of the advisory panel and, when completed, 
the study. 

 
 
104-297,   106-554 
SEC. 407   GULF OF MEXICO RED SNAPPER RESEARCH            16 U.S.C. 1883 
 

(a) INDEPENDENT PEER REVIEW.— 
 
109-479 

(1) Within 30 days of the date of enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries Act, the 
Secretary shall initiate an independent peer review to evaluate— 

(A) the accuracy and adequacy of fishery statistics used by the Secretary for the red 
snapper fishery in the Gulf of Mexico to account for all commercial, recreational, and 
charter fishing harvests and fishing effort on the stock; 

(B) the appropriateness of the scientific methods, information, and models used by the 
Secretary to assess the status and trends of the Gulf of Mexico red snapper stock and as 
the basis for the fishery management plan for the Gulf of Mexico red snapper fishery; 

(C) the appropriateness and adequacy of the management measures in the fishery 
management plan for red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico for conserving and managing the 
red snapper fishery under this Act; and 

(D) the costs and benefits of all reasonable alternatives to a limited access privilege 
  program for the red snapper fishery in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that commercial, recreational, and charter fishermen in the 
red snapper fishery in the Gulf of Mexico are provided an opportunity to— 

(A) participate in the peer review under this subsection; and 
(B) provide information to the Secretary concerning the review of fishery statistics 

under this subsection without being subject to penalty under this Act or other applicable 
law for any past violation of a requirement to report such information to the Secretary. 

 
(3) The Secretary shall submit a detailed written report on the findings of the peer review 

conducted under this subsection to the Gulf Council no later than one year after the date of 
enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries Act. 




