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Appendix 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 106(c)        16 U.S.C. 1891 
INVESTMENT IN UNITED STATES SEAFOOD PROCESSING FACILITIES.—The Secretary of 
Commerce shall work with the Small Business Administration and other Federal agencies to develop 
financial and other mechanisms to encourage United States investment in seafood processing facilities in 
the United States for fisheries that lack capacity needed to process fish harvested by United States vessels 
in compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et 
seq.). 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 117        16 U.S.C. 1891a 
COMMUNITY-BASED RESTORATION PROGRAM FOR FISHERY AND COASTAL 
HABITATS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce shall establish a community-based fishery and 
coastal habitat restoration program to implement and support the restoration of fishery and coastal 
habitats. 

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the program, the Secretary may— 
(1) provide funding and technical expertise to fishery and coastal communities to assist them in 

restoring fishery and coastal habitat; 
(2) advance the science and monitoring of coastal habitat restoration; 
(3) transfer restoration technologies to the private sector, the public, and other governmental 

agencies; 
(4) develop public-private partnerships to accomplish sound coastal restoration projects; 
(5) promote significant community support and volunteer participation in fishery and coastal 

habitat restoration; 
(6) promote stewardship of fishery and coastal habitats; and 
(7) leverage resources through national, regional, and local public-private partnerships. 

 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 208        16 U.S.C. 1891b 
FISHERIES CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT FUND. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish and maintain a fund, to be known as the ‘‘Fisheries 
Conservation and Management Fund’’, which shall consist of amounts retained and deposited into the 
Fund under subsection (c). 

(b) PURPOSES.—Subject to the allocation of funds described in subsection (d), amounts in the Fund 
shall be available to the Secretary of Commerce, without appropriation or fiscal year limitation, to 
disburse as described in subsection (e) for— 

(1) efforts to improve fishery harvest data collection including— 
(A) expanding the use of electronic catch reporting programs and technology; and 
(B) improvement of monitoring and observer coverage through the expanded use of electronic 

monitoring devices and satellite tracking systems such as VMS on small vessels; 
(2) cooperative fishery research and analysis, in collaboration with fishery participants, academic 

institutions, community residents, and other interested parties; 
(3) development of methods or new technologies to improve the quality, health safety, and value of 

fish landed; 
(4) conducting analysis of fish and seafood for health benefits and risks, including levels of 

contaminants and, where feasible, the source of such contaminants; 
(5) marketing of sustainable United States fishery products, including consumer education 

regarding the health or other benefits of wild fishery products harvested by vessels of the United 
States; 

(6) improving data collection under the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey in 
accordance with section 401(g)(3) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1881(g)(3)); and 
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(7) providing financial assistance to fishermen to offset the costs of modifying fishing practices and 
gear to meet the requirements of this Act, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and other Federal laws in pari materia. 
(c) DEPOSITS TO THE FUND.— 

(1) QUOTA SET-ASIDES.—Any amount generated through quota set-asides established by a 
Council under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et 
seq.) and designated by the Council for inclusion in the Fishery Conservation and Management Fund, 
may be deposited in the Fund. 

(2) OTHER FUNDS.—In addition to amounts received pursuant to paragraph (1) of this 
subsection, the Fishery Conservation and Management Fund may also receive funds from— 

(A) appropriations for the purposes of this section; and 
(B) States or other public sources or private or nonprofit organizations for purposes of this 

section. 
(d) REGIONAL ALLOCATION.—The Secretary shall, every 2 years, apportion monies from the 

Fund among the eight Council regions according to recommendations of the Councils, based on regional 
priorities identified through the Council process, except that no region shall receive less than 5 percent of 
the Fund in each allocation period. 

(e) LIMITATION ON THE USE OF THE FUND.—No amount made available from the Fund may be 
used to defray the costs of carrying out requirements of this Act or the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) other than those uses identified in this 
section. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 407        16 U.S.C. 1891c 
UNITED STATES CATCH HISTORY. 
In establishing catch allocations under international fisheries agreements, the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating, and the Secretary of State, 
shall ensure that all catch history associated with a vessel of the United States remains with the United 
States and is not transferred or credited to any other nation or vessel of such nation, including when a 
vessel of the United States is sold or transferred to a citizen of another nation or to an entity controlled by 
citizens of another nation. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 408        16 U.S.C. 1891d 
SECRETARIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation with the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
and Atmosphere, shall designate a Senate-confirmed, senior official within the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to perform the duties of the Secretary with respect to international 
agreements involving fisheries and other living marine resources, including policy development and 
representation as a U.S. Commissioner, under any such international agreements. 

(b) ADVICE.—The designated official shall, in consultation with the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
International Affairs and the Administrator of the National Marine Fisheries Service, advise the Secretary, 
Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, and other senior officials of the Department of 
Commerce and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on development of policy on 
international fisheries conservation and management matters. 

(c) CONSULTATION.—The designated official shall consult with the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House Committee on Resources on matters pertaining to 
any regional or international negotiation concerning living marine resources, including shellfish. 

(d) DELEGATION.—The designated official may delegate and authorize successive re-delegation of 
such functions, powers, and duties to such officers and employees of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration as deemed necessary to discharge the responsibility of the Office. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect on January 1, 2009. 
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P.L. 109-479, sec. 111(b) [uncodified] 
REPORT.—Within 15 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the United States Coast Guard shall transmit a joint report to the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives Committee on Resources 
containing— 

(1) a cost-to-benefit analysis of the feasibility, value, and cost of using vessel monitoring systems, 
satellite-based maritime distress and safety systems, or similar systems for fishery management, 
conservation, enforcement, and safety purposes with the Federal government bearing the capital costs of 
any such system; 

(2) an examination of the cumulative impact of existing requirements for commercial vessels; 
(3) an examination of whether satellite-based maritime distress and safety systems, or similar 

requirements would overlap existing requirements or render them redundant; 
(4) an examination of how data integration from such systems could be addressed; 
(5) an examination of how to maximize the data-sharing opportunities between relevant State and 

Federal agencies and provide specific information on how to develop these opportunities, including the 
provision of direct access to satellite-based maritime distress and safety system or similar system data to 
State enforcement officers, while considering the need to maintain or provide an appropriate level of 
individual vessel confidentiality where practicable; and 

(6) an assessment of how the satellite-based maritime distress and safety system or similar systems 
could be developed, purchased, and distributed to regulated vessels. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 113(b)        16 U.S.C. 460ss note 
SALMON PLAN AND STUDY.— 

(1) RECOVERY PLAN.—Not later than 6 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce shall complete a recovery plan for Klamath River Coho salmon and make it 
available to the public. 

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary of Commerce shall submit a report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives Committee on Resources on— 

(A) the actions taken under the recovery plan and other law relating to recovery of Klamath River 
Coho salmon, and how those actions are specifically contributing to its recovery; 

(B) the progress made on the restoration of salmon spawning habitat, including water conditions as 
they relate to salmon health and recovery, with emphasis on the Klamath River and its tributaries 
below Iron Gate Dam; 

(C) the status of other Klamath River anadromous fish populations, particularly Chinook salmon; 
and 

(D) the actions taken by the Secretary to address the calendar year 2003 National Research Council 
recommendations regarding monitoring and research on Klamath River Basin salmon stocks. 
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P.L. 109-479, sec. 113(c) [uncodified] 
OREGON AND CALIFORNIA SALMON FISHERY.—Federally recognized Indian tribes and small 
businesses, including fishermen, fish processors, and related businesses serving the fishing industry, 
adversely affected by Federal closures and fishing restrictions in the Oregon and California 2006 fall 
Chinook salmon fishery are eligible to receive direct assistance under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1861a(a)) and section 308(d) of the 
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 4107(d)). The Secretary may use no more than 4 
percent of any monetary assistance to pay for administrative costs. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 114 [uncodified] 
FISHERY FINANCE PROGRAM HURRICANE ASSISTANCE. 

(a) LOAN ASSISTANCE.—Subject to availability of appropriations, the Secretary of Commerce shall 
provide assistance to eligible holders of fishery finance program loans and allocate such assistance among 
eligible holders based upon their outstanding principal balances as of December 2, 2005, for any of the 
following purposes: 

(1) To defer principal payments on the debt for 1 year and re-amortize the debt over the remaining 
term of the loan.  

(2) To allow for an extension of the term of the loan for up to 1 year beyond the remaining term of 
the loan, or September 30, 2013, whichever is later. 

(3) To pay the interest costs for such loans over fiscal years 2007 through 2013, not to exceed 
amounts authorized under subsection (d). 

(4) To provide opportunities for loan forgiveness, as specified in subsection (c).25 
(b) LOAN FORGIVENESS.—Upon application made by an eligible holder of a fishery finance 

program loan, made at such time, in such manner, and containing such information as the Secretary may 
require, the Secretary, on a calendar year basis beginning in 2005, may, with respect to uninsured 
losses— 

(1) offset against the outstanding balance on the loan an amount equal to the sum of the amounts 
expended by the holder during the calendar year to repair or replace covered vessels or facilities, or to 
invest in new fisheries infrastructure within or for use within the declared fisheries disaster area; or 

(2) cancel the amount of debt equal to 100 hundred percent of actual expenditures on eligible 
repairs, reinvestment, expansion, or new investment in fisheries infrastructure in the disaster region, or 
repairs to, or replacement of, eligible fishing vessels. 
(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) DECLARED FISHERIES DISASTER AREA.—The term ‘‘declared fisheries disaster area’’ 
means fisheries located in the major disaster area designated by the President under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita. 

                     
25    The editors assume Congress intended to refer to subsection (b). 

(2) ELIGIBLE HOLDER.—The term ‘‘eligible holder’’ means the holder of a fishery finance 
program loan if— 
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(A) that loan is[sic]26 used to guarantee or finance any fishing vessel or fish processing facility 
home-ported or located within the declared fisheries disaster area; and  

(B) the holder makes expenditures to repair or replace such covered vessels or facilities, or 
invests in new fisheries infrastructure within or for use within the declared fisheries disaster area, 
to restore such facilities following the disaster. 

(3) FISHERY FINANCE PROGRAM LOAN.—The term ‘‘fishery finance program loan’’ means a 
loan made or guaranteed under the fishery finance program under chapter 537 of title 46, United States 
Code. 
(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the 

Secretary of Commerce for the purposes of this section not more than $15,000,000 for each eligible 
holder for the period beginning with fiscal year 2007 through fiscal year 2013. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 120 [uncodified] 
CLARIFICATION OF FLEXIBILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce has the discretion under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1851 et seq.) to extend the time for rebuilding the 
summer flounder fishery to not later than January 1, 2013, only if— 

(1) the Secretary has determined that— 
(A) overfishing is not occurring in the fishery and that a mechanism is in place to ensure 

overfishing does not occur in the fishery; and 
(B) stock biomass levels are increasing; 

(2) the biomass rebuilding target previously applicable to such stock will be met or exceeded 
within the new time for rebuilding; 

(3) the extension period is based on the status and biology of the stock and the rate of rebuilding; 
(4) monitoring will ensure rebuilding continues; 
(5) the extension meets the requirements of section 301(a)(1) of that Act (16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(1)); 

and 
(6) the best scientific information available shows that the extension will allow continued 

rebuilding. 
(b) AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this section shall be construed to amend the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1851 et seq.) or to limit or otherwise alter the 
authority of the Secretary under that Act concerning other species. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 122 [uncodified] 
CONVERSION TO CATCHER/PROCESSOR SHARES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) AMENDMENT OF PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Commerce shall amend the fishery management plan for the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands 
King and Tanner Crabs for the Northern Region (as that term is used in the plan) to authorize—  

(A) an eligible entity holding processor quota shares to elect on an annual basis to work 
together with other entities holding processor quota shares and affiliated with such eligible entity 
through common ownership to combine any catcher vessel quota shares for the Northern Region 
with their processor quota shares and to exchange them for newly created catcher/processor owner 
quota shares for the Northern Region; and 

                     
        26   The editors assume Congress intended this to read “was”. 
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(B) an eligible entity holding catcher vessel quota shares to elect on an annual basis to work 
together with other entities holding catcher vessel quota shares and affiliated with such eligible 
entity through common ownership to combine any processor quota shares for the Northern Region 
with their catcher vessel quota shares and to exchange them for newly created catcher/processor 
owner quota shares for the Northern Region. 
(2) ELIGIBILITY AND LIMITATIONS.— 

(A) The authority provided in paragraph (1)(A) shall— 
(i)(I) apply only to an entity which was initially awarded both catcher/processor owner 

quota shares, and processor quota shares under the plan (in combination with the processor 
quota shares of its commonly owned affiliates) of less than 7 percent of the Bering 
Sea/Aleutian Island processor quota shares; or 

(II) apply only to an entity which was initially awarded both catcher/processor owner 
quota shares under the plan and processor quota shares under section 417(a) of the Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–241; 120 Stat. 546); 
(ii) be limited to processor quota shares initially awarded to such entities and their 

commonly owned affiliates under the plan or section 417(a) of that Act; and 
(iii) shall not exceed 1 million pounds per entity during any calendar year. 

(B) The authority provided in paragraph (1)(B) shall— 
(i) apply only to an entity which was initially awarded both catcher/processor owner quota 

shares, and processor quota shares under the plan (in combination with the processor quota 
shares of its commonly owned affiliates) of more than 7 percent of the Bering Sea/Aleutian 
Island processor quota shares; 

(ii) be limited to catcher vessel quota shares initially awarded to such entity and its 
commonly owned affiliates; and 

(iii) shall not exceed 1 million pounds per entity during any calendar year. 
(3) EXCHANGE RATE.—The entities referred to in paragraph (1) shall receive under the 

amendment 1 unit of newly created catcher/processor owner quota shares in exchange for 1 unit 
of catcher vessel owner quota shares and 0.9 units of processor quota shares. 

(4) AREA OF VALIDITY.—Each unit of newly created catcher/processor owner quota shares 
under this subsection shall only be valid for the Northern Region. 
(b) FEES.— 

(1) LOCAL FEES.—The holder of the newly created catcher/processor owner quota shares under 
subsection (a) shall pay a fee of 5 percent of the ex-vessel value of the crab harvested pursuant to 
those shares to any local governmental entities in the Northern Region if the processor quota shares 
used to produce those newly created catcher/processor owner quota shares were originally derived 
from the processing activities that occurred in a community under the jurisdiction of those local 
governmental entities. 

(2) STATE FEE.—The State of Alaska may collect from the holder of the newly created 
catcher/processor owner quota shares under subsection (a) a fee of 1 percent of the ex-vessel value of 
the crab harvested pursuant to those shares. 
(c) OFF-LOADING REQUIREMENT.—Crab harvested pursuant to catcher/processor owner quota 

shares created under this subsection shall be off-loaded in those communities receiving the local 
governmental entities fee revenue set forth in subsection (b)(1). 

(d) PERIODIC COUNCIL REVIEW.—As part of its periodic review of the plan, the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council may review the effect, if any, of this subsection upon communities in the 
Northern Region. If the Council determines that this section adversely affects the communities, the 
Council may recommend to the Secretary of Commerce, and the Secretary may approve, such changes to 
the plan as are necessary to mitigate those adverse effects. 
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(e) USE CAPS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sections 680.42(b)(ii)(2) and 680.7(a)(ii)(7) of title 50, Code 

of Federal Regulations, custom processing arrangements shall not count against any use cap for the 
processing of opilio crab in the Northern Region so long as such crab is processed in the Northern 
Region by a shore-based crab processsor.  

(2) SHORE-BASED CRAB PROCESSOR DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term ‘‘shore-based 
crab processor’’ means any person or vessel that receives, purchases, or arranges to purchase 
unprocessed crab, that is located on shore or moored within the harbor. 

 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 212 [uncodified] 
IMPACT OF TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICES ON SHRIMPING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall execute an 
agreement with the National Academy of Sciences to conduct, jointly, a multi-year, comprehensive in-
water study designed— 

(1) to measure accurately the efforts and effects of shrimp fishery efforts to utilize turtle excluder 
devices; 

(2) to analyze the impact of those efforts on sea turtle mortality, including interaction between 
turtles and shrimp trawlers in the inshore, nearshore, and offshore waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
similar geographical locations in the waters of the Southeastern United States; and 

(3) to evaluate innovative technologies to increase shrimp retention in turtle excluder devices while 
ensuring the protection of endangered and threatened sea turtles. 
(b) OBSERVERS.—In conducting the study, the Undersecretary shall ensure that observers are placed 

onboard commercial shrimp fishing vessels where appropriate or necessary. 
(c) INTERIM REPORTS.—During the course of the study and until a final report is submitted to the 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives 
Committee on Resources, the National Academy of Sciences shall transmit interim reports to the 
Committees biannually containing a summary of preliminary findings and conclusions from the study. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 213 [uncodified] 
HURRICANE EFFECTS ON COMMERCIAL AND RECREATION FISHERY HABITATS. 

(a) FISHERIES REPORT.—Within 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall transmit a report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
and the House of Representatives Committee on Resources on the impact of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane 
Rita, and Hurricane Wilma on— 

(1) commercial and recreational fisheries in the States of Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, 
and Texas; 

(2) shrimp fishing vessels in those States; and  
(3) the oyster industry in those States. 

(b) HABITAT REPORT.—Within 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall transmit a report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
and the House of Representatives Committee on Resources on the impact of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane 
Rita, and Hurricane Wilma on habitat, including the habitat of shrimp and oysters in those States. 

(c) HABITAT RESTORATION.—The Secretary shall carry out activities to restore fishery habitats, 
including the shrimp and oyster habitats in Louisiana and Mississippi. 
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P.L. 109-479, sec. 215 [uncodified] 
NEW ENGLAND GROUNDFISH FISHERY. 

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Commerce shall conduct a unique, thorough examination of the 
potential impact on all affected and interested parties of Framework 42 to the Northeast Multispecies 
Fishery Management Plan. 

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary shall report the Secretary’s findings under subsection (a) within 30 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. The Secretary shall include in the report a detailed discussion of 
each of the following: 

(1) The economic and social implications for affected parties within the fishery, including potential 
losses to infrastructure, expected from the imposition of Framework 42. 

(2) The estimated average annual income generated by fishermen in New England, separated by 
State and vessel size, and the estimated annual income expected after the imposition of Framework 42. 

(3) Whether the differential days-at-sea counting imposed by Framework 42 would result in a 
reduction in the number of small vessels actively participating in the New England Fishery. 

(4) The percentage and approximate number of vessels in the New England fishery, separated by 
State and vessel type, that are incapable of fishing outside the areas designated in Framework 42 for 
differential days-at-sea counting. 

(5) The percentage of the annual groundfish catch in the New England fishery that is harvested by 
small vessels.  

(6) The current monetary value of groundfish permits in the New England fishery and the actual 
impact that the potential imposition of Framework 42 is having on such value. 

(7) Whether permitting days-at-sea to be leased is altering the market value for groundfish permits 
or days-at-sea in New England. 

(8) Whether there is a substantially high probability that the biomass targets used as a basis for 
Amendment 13 remain achievable.  

(9) An identification of the year in which the biomass targets used as a basis for Amendment 13 
were last evident or achieved, and the evidence used to determine such date. 

(10) Any separate or non-fishing factors, including environmental factors, that may be leading to a 
slower rebuilding of groundfish than previously anticipated. 

(11) The potential harm to the non-fishing environment and ecosystem from the reduction in 
fishing resulting from Framework 42 and the potential redevelopment of the coastal land for other 
purposes, including potential for increases in non-point source of pollution and other impacts. 

 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 216 [uncodified] 
REPORT ON COUNCIL MANAGEMENT COORDINATION. 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Council, in consultation with the New England Fishery Council, shall submit a 
report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation within 9 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act— 

(1) describing the role of council liaisons between the Mid-Atlantic and New England Councils, 
including an explanation of council policies regarding the liaison’s role in Council decision-making since 
1996; 

(2) describing how management actions are taken regarding the operational aspects of current joint 
fishery management plans, and how such joint plans may undergo changes through amendment or 
framework processes; 

(3) evaluating the role of the New England Fishery Council and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Council 
liaisons in the development and approval of management plans for fisheries in which the liaisons or 
members of the non-controlling Council have a demonstrated interest and significant current and 
historical landings of species managed by either Council; 
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(4) evaluating the effectiveness of the various approaches developed by the Councils to improve 
representation for affected members of the non-controlling Council in Council decision-making, such as 
use of liaisons, joint management plans, and other policies, taking into account both the procedural and 
conservation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act; and 

(5) analyzing characteristics of North Carolina and Florida that supported their inclusion as voting 
members of more than one Council and the extent to which those characteristics support Rhode Island’s 
inclusion on a second Council (the Mid-Atlantic Council). 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 217 [uncodified] 
STUDY OF SHORTAGE IN THE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS WITH POST- 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREES IN SUBJECTS RELATED TO FISHERY SCIENCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of Education shall collaborate to 
conduct a study of— 

(1) whether there is a shortage in the number of individuals with post-baccalaureate degrees in 
subjects related to fishery science, including fishery oceanography, fishery ecology, and fishery 
anthropology, who have the ability to conduct high quality scientific research in fishery stock 
assessment, fishery population dynamics, and related fields, for government, nonprofit, and private 
sector entities; 

(2) what Federal programs are available to help facilitate the education of students hoping to 
pursue these degrees; and  

(3) what institutions of higher education, the private sector, and the Congress could do to try to 
increase the number of individuals with such post-baccalaureate degrees. 
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 8 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretaries of 

Commerce and Education shall transmit a report to each committee of Congress with jurisdiction over the 
programs referred to in subsection (a), detailing the findings and recommendations of the study under this 
section. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 302(f) [uncodified] 
PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Pacific Fishery Management Council shall develop a proposal for the 
appropriate rationalization program for the Pacific trawl groundfish and whiting fisheries, including the 
shore-based sector of the Pacific whiting fishery under its jurisdiction. The proposal may include only the 
Pacific whiting fishery, including the shore-based sector, if the Pacific Council determines that a 
rationalization plan for the fishery as a whole cannot be achieved before the report is required to be 
submitted under paragraph (3). 

(2) REQUIRED ANALYSIS.—In developing the proposal to rationalize the fishery, the Pacific 
Council shall fully analyze alternative program designs, including the allocation of limited access 
privileges to harvest fish to fishermen and processors working together in regional fishery associations or 
some other cooperative manner to harvest and process the fish, as well as the effects of these program 
designs and allocations on competition and conservation. The analysis shall include an assessment of the 
impact of the proposal on conservation and the economics of communities, fishermen, and processors 
participating in the trawl groundfish fisheries, including the shore-based sector of the Pacific whiting 
fishery. 

(3) REPORT.—The Pacific Council shall submit the proposal and related analysis to the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives Committee on 
Resources no later than 24 months after the date of enactment of this Act. 
 
P.L. 109-479, sec. 701 [uncodified] 
STUDY OF THE ACIDIFICATION OF THE OCEANS AND EFFECT ON FISHERIES. 
The Secretary of Commerce shall request the National Research Council to conduct a study of the 
acidification of the oceans and how this process affects the United States. 




