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determines that the incremental benefits are clearly insufficient to
justify the incremental costs of utilizing such technologies.

(c) The Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard
is operating shall promulgate regulations or standards applying to
unregulated hazardous working conditions related to activities on
the Outer Continental Shelf when he determines such regulations
or standards are necessary. The Secretary of the Department in
which the Coast Guard is operating may from time to time modify
any regulations, interim or final, dealing with hazardous working
conditions on the Outer Continental Shelf.

(d) Nothing in this Act shall affect the authority provided by
law to the Secretary of Labor for the protection of occupational
safety and health, the authority provided by law to the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency for the protection of
the environment, or the authority provided by law to the Secretary
of Transportation with respect to pipeline safety.

(e) The Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation with the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating,
and the Director of the National Institute of Occupational Safety
and Health, shall conduct studies of underwater diving techniques
and equipment suitable for protection of human safety and im-
provement of diver performance. Such studies shall include, but
need not be limited to, decompression and excursion table develop-
ment and improvement and all aspects of diver physiological re-
straints and protective gear for exposure to hostile environments.

(f)(1) In administering the provisions of this section, the Sec-
retary shall consult and coordinate with the heads of other appro-
priate Federal departments and agencies for purposes of assuring
that, to the maximum extent practicable, inconsistent or duplica-
tive requirements are not imposed.

(2) The Secretary shall make available to any interested person
a compilation of all safety and other regulations which are pre-
pared and promulgated by any Federal department or agency and
applicable to activities on the Outer Continental Shelf. Such com-
pilation shall be revised and updated annually.

[43 U.S.C. 1347]

SEC. 22. ENFORCEMENT.—(a) The Secretary, the Secretary of
the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating, and the
Secretary of the Army shall enforce safety and environmental regu-
lations promulgated pursuant to this Act. Each such Federal de-
partment may by agreement utilize, with or without reimburse-
ment, the services, personnel, or facilities of other Federal depart-
ments and agencies for the enforcement of their respective regula-
tions.

(b) It shall be the duty of any holder of a lease or permit under
this Act to—

(1) maintain all places of employment within the lease
area or within the area covered by such permit in compliance
with occupational safety and health standards and, in addition,
free from recognized hazards to employees of the lease holder
or permit holder or of any contractor or subcontractor oper-
ating within such lease area or within the area covered by
such permit on the outer Continental Shelf;
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(2) maintain all operations within such lease area or with-
in the area covered by such permit in compliance with regula-
tions intended to protect persons, property, and the environ-
ment on the outer Continental Shelf; and

(3) allow prompt access, at the site of any operation subject
to safety regulations, to any inspector, and to provide such doc-
uments and records which are pertinent to occupational or
public health, safety, or environmental protection, as may be
requested.
(c) The Secretary and the Secretary of the Department in

which the Coast Guard is operating shall individually, or jointly if
they so agree, promulgate regulations to provide for—

(1) scheduled onsite inspection, at least once a year, of
each facility on the outer Continental Shelf which is subject to
any environmental or safety regulation promulgated pursuant
to this Act, which inspection shall include all safety equipment
designed to prevent or ameliorate blowouts, fires, spillages, or
other major accidents; and

(2) periodic onsite inspection without advance notice to the
operator of such facility to assure compliance with such envi-
ronmental or safety regulations.
(d)(1) The Secretary or the Secretary of the Department in

which the Coast Guard is operating shall make an investigation
and public report on each major fire and each major oil spillage oc-
curring as a result of operations conducted pursuant to this Act,
and may, in his discretion, make an investigation and report of
lesser oil spillages. For purposes of this subsection, a major oil
spillage is any spillage in one instance of more than two hundred
barrels of oil during a period of thirty days. All holders of leases
or permits issued or maintained under this Act shall cooperate
with the appropriate Secretary in the course of any such investiga-
tion.

(2) The Secretary or the Secretary of the Department in which
the Coast Guard is operating shall make an investigation and pub-
lic report on any death or serious injury occurring as a result of
operations conducted pursuant to this Act, and may, in his discre-
tion, make an investigation and report of any injury. For purposes
of this subsection, a serious injury is one resulting in substantial
impairment of any bodily unit or function. All holders of leases or
permits issued or maintained under this Act shall cooperate with
the appropriate Secretary in the course of any such investigation.

(e) The Secretary, or, in the case of occupational safety and
health, the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard
is operating, may review any allegation from any person of the ex-
istence of a violation of a safety regulation issued under this Act.

(f) In any investigation conducted pursuant to this section, the
Secretary or the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating shall have power to summon witnesses and to
require the production of books, papers, documents, and any other
evidence. Attendance of witnesses or the production of books, pa-
pers, documents, or any other evidence shall be compelled by a
similar process, as in the district courts of the United States. Such

Q:\COMP\ENMISC\OCSLA

December 29, 2000 



185 Sec. 23OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LANDS ACT

Secretary, or his designee, shall administer all necessary oaths to
any witnesses summoned before such investigation.

[43 U.S.C. 1348]

SEC. 23. CITIZEN SUITS, COURT JURISDICTION, AND JUDICIAL
REVIEW.—(a)(1) Except as provided in this section, any person hav-
ing a valid legal interest which is or may be adversely affected may
commence a civil action on his own behalf to compel compliance
with this Act against any person, including the United States, and
any other government instrumentality or agency (to the extent per-
mitted by the eleventh amendment to the Constitution) for any al-
leged violation of any provision of this Act or any regulation pro-
mulgated under this Act, or of the terms of any permit or lease
issued by the Secretary under this Act.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, no
action may be commenced under subsection (a)(1) of this section—

(A) prior to sixty days after the plaintiff has given notice
of the alleged violation, in writing under oath, to the Secretary
and any other appropriate Federal official, to the State in
which the violation allegedly occurred or is occurring, and to
any alleged violator; or

(B) if the Attorney General has commenced and is dili-
gently prosecuting a civil action in a court of the United States
or a State with respect to such matter, but in any such action
in a court of the United States any person having a legal inter-
est which is or may be adversely affected may intervene as a
matter of right.
(3) An action may be brought under this subsection imme-

diately after notification of the alleged violation in any case in
which the alleged violation constitutes an imminent threat to the
public health or safety or would immediately affect a legal interest
of the plaintiff.

(4) In any action commenced pursuant to this section, the At-
torney General, upon the request of the Secretary or any other ap-
propriate Federal official, may intervene as a matter of right.

(5) A court, in issuing any final order in any action brought
pursuant to subsection (a)(1) or subsection (c) of this section, may
award costs of litigation, including reasonable attorney and expert
witness fees, to any party, whenever such court determines such
award is appropriate. The court may, if a temporary restraining
order or preliminary injunction is sought, require the filing of a
bond or equivalent security in a sufficient amount to compensate
for any loss or damage suffered, in accordance with the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure.

(6) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, all suits
challenging actions or decisions allegedly in violation of, or seeking
enforcement of, the provisions of this Act, or any regulation pro-
mulgated under this Act, or the terms of any permit or lease issued
by the Secretary under this Act, shall be undertaken in accordance
with the procedures described in this subsection. Nothing in this
section shall restrict any right which any person or class of persons
may have under any other Act or common law to seek appropriate
relief.
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