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(2) this Act shall be construed in such a manner that the
character of the waters above the outer Continental Shelf as
high seas and the right to navigation and fishing therein shall
not be affected;

(3) the outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource
reserve held by the Federal Government for the public, which
should be made available for expeditious and orderly develop-
ment, subject to environmental safeguards, in a manner which
is consistent with the maintainence of competition and other
national needs;

(4) since exploration, development, and production of the
minerals of the outer Continental Shelf will have significant
impacts on coastal and non-coastal areas of the coastal States,
and on other affected States, and, in recognition of the national
interest in the effective management of the marine, coastal,
and human environments—

(A) such States and their affected local governments
may require assistance in protecting their coastal zones
and other affected areas from any temporary or permanent
adverse effects of such impacts;

(B) such States, and through such States, affected
local governments, are entitled to an opportunity to par-
ticipate, to the extent consistent with the national interest,
in the policy and planning decisions made by the Federal
Government relating to exploration for, and development
and production of, minerals of the outer Continental Shelf.
(5) the rights and responsibilities of all States and, where

appropriate, local governments, to preserve and protect their
marine, human, and coastal environments through such means
as regulation of land, air, and water uses, of safety, and of re-
lated development and activity should be considered and recog-
nized; and

(6) operations in the outer Continental Shelf should be
conducted in a safe manner by well-trained personnel using
technology, precautions, and techniques sufficient to prevent or
minimize the likelihood of blowouts, loss of well control, fires,
spillage, physical obstruction to other users of the waters or
subsoil and seabed, or other occurrences which may cause
damage to the environment or to property, or endanger life or
health.

[43 U.S.C. 1332]

SEC. 4. LAWS APPLICABLE TO OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF.—
(a)(1) The Constitution and laws and civil and political jurisdiction
of the United States are hereby extended to the subsoil and seabed
of the outer Continental Shelf and to all artificial islands, and all
installations and other devices permanently or temporarily at-
tached to the seabed which may be erected thereon for the purpose
of exploring for, developing, or producing resources therefrom, or
any such installation or other device (other than a ship or vessel)
for the purpose of transporting such resources, to the same extent
as if the outer Continental shelf were an area of exclusive Federal
jurisdiction located within a state: Provided, however, That mineral
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leases on the outer Continental Shelf shall be maintained or issued
only under the provisions of this Act.

(2)(A) To the extent that they are applicable and not incon-
sistent with this Act or with other Federal laws and regulations of
the Secretary now in effect or hereafter adopted, the civil and
criminal laws of each adjacent State, now in effect or hereafter
adopted, amended, or repealed are hereby declared to be the law
of the United States for that portion of the subsoil and seabed of
the outer Continental Shelf, and artificial islands and fixed struc-
tures erected thereon, which would be within the area of the State
if its boundaries were extended seaward to the outer margin of the
outer Continental Shelf, and the President shall determine and
publish in the Federal Register such projected lines extending sea-
ward and defining each such area. All of such applicable laws shall
be administered and enforced by the appropriate officers and courts
of the United States. State taxation laws shall not apply to the
outer Continental Shelf.

(B) Within one year after the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph, the President shall establish procedures for setting any
outstanding international boundary dispute respecting the outer
Continental Shelf.

(3) The provisions of this section for adoption of State law as
the law of the United States shall never be interpreted as a basis
for claiming any interest in or jurisdiction on behalf of any State
for any purpose over the seabed and subsoil of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, or the property and natural resources thereof or the
revenues therefrom.

(b) With respect to disability or death of an employee resulting
from any injury occurring as the result of operations conducted on
the outer Continental Shelf for the purpose of exploring for, devel-
oping, removing, or transporting by pipeline the natural resources,
or involving rights to the natural resources, of the subsoil and sea-
bed of the outer Continental Shelf, compensation shall be payable
under the provisions of the Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers’
Compensation Act. For the purposes of the extension of the provi-
sions of the Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ Compensation
Act under this section—

(1) the term ‘‘employee’’ does not include a master or mem-
ber of a crew of any vessel, or an officer or employee of the
United States or any agency thereof or of any State or foreign
government, or of any political subdivision thereof;

(2) the term ‘‘employer’’ means an employer any of whose
employees are employed in such operations; and

(3) the term ‘‘United States’’ when used in a geographical
sense includes the outer Continental Shelf and artificial is-
lands and fixed structures thereon.
(c) For the purposes of the National Labor Relations Act, as

amended, any unfair labor practice, as defined in such Act, occur-
ring upon any artificial island, installation, or other device referred
to in subsection (a) of this section shall be deemed to have occurred
within the judicial district of the State, the laws of which apply to
such artificial island, installation, or other device pursuant to such
subsection, except that until the President determines the areas
within which such State laws are applicable, the judicial district
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shall be that of the State nearest the place of location of such
artifical island, installation, or other device.

(d)(1) The Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating shall have authority to promulgate and enforce
such reasonable regulations with respect to lights and other warn-
ing devices, safety equipment, and other matters relating to the
promotion of safety of life and property on the artificial islands, in-
stallations, and other devices referred to in subsection (a) or on the
waters adjacent thereto, as he may deem necessary.

(2) The Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard
is operating may mark for the protection of navigation any artifi-
cial island, installation, or other device referred to in subsection (a)
whenever the owner has failed suitably to mark such island, instal-
lation, or other device in accordance with regulation issued under
this Act, and the owner shall pay the cost of such marking.

(e) The authority of the Secretary of the Army to prevent ob-
struction to navigation in the navigable waters of the United States
is hereby extended to the artificial islands, installations, and other
devices referred to in subsection (a).

(f) The specific application by this section of certain provisions
of law to the subsoil and seabed of the outer Continental Shelf and
the artificial islands, installations, and other devices referred to in
subsection (a) or to acts or offenses occurring or committed thereon
shall not give rise to any inference that the application to such is-
lands and structures, acts, or offenses of any other provision of law
is not intended.

[43 U.S.C. 1333]

SEC. 5. ADMINISTRATION OF LEASING OF THE OUTER CONTI-
NENTAL SHELF.—(a) The Secretary shall administer the provisions
of this Act relating to the leasing of the outer Continental Shelf,
and shall prescribe such rules and regulations as may be necessary
to carry out such provisions. The Secretary may at any time pre-
scribe and amend such rules and regulations as he determines to
be necessary and proper in order to provide for the prevention of
waste and conservation of the natural resources of the outer Conti-
nental Shelf, and the protection of correlative rights therein, and,
not withstanding any other provisions herein, such rules and regu-
lations shall, as of their effective date, apply to all operations con-
ducted under a lease issued or maintained under the provisions of
this Act. In the enforcement of safety, environmental, and con-
servation laws and regulations, the Secretary shall cooperate with
the relevant departments and agencies of the Federal Government
and of the affected States. In the formulation and promulgation of
regulations, the Secretary shall request and give due consideration
to the views of the Attorney General with respect to matters which
may affect competition. In considering any regulations and in pre-
paring any such views the Attorney General shall consult with the
Federal Trade Commission. The regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary under this subsection shall include, but not be limited to,
provisions—

(1) for the suspension or temporary prohibition of any op-
eration or activity, including production, pursuant to any lease
or permit (A) at the request of a lessee, in the national inter-
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