Q\COMP\ENMISC\OCSLA

December 29, 2000

Sec. 6 OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LANDS ACT 158

safe for the duration of the activity covered by the approved plan.
The Secretary may permit the lessee to vary such rates if he finds
that such variance is necessary.

(h) The head of any Federal department or agency who takes
any action which has a direct and significant effect on the outer
Continental Shelf or its development shall promptly notify the Sec-
retary of such action and the Secretary shall thereafter notify the
Governor of any affected State and the Secretary may thereafter
recommend such changes in such action as are considered appro-
priate.

(1) After the date of enactment of this section, no holder of any
oil and gas lease issued or maintained pursuant to this Act shall
be permitted to flare natural gas from any well unless the Sec-
retary finds that there is no practicable way to complete production
of such gas, or that such flaring is necessary to alleviate a tem-
porary emergency situation or to conduct testing or work-over oper-
ations.

() COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMON HYDROCARBON-
BEARING AREAS.—

(1) FINDINGS.—

(A) The Congress of the United States finds that the
unrestrained competitive production of hydrocarbons from

a common hydrocarbon-bearing geological area underlying

the Federal and State boundary may result in a number

of harmful national effects, including—

(1) the drilling of unnecessary wells, the installa-
tion of unnecessary facilities and other imprudent op-
erating practices that result in economic waste, envi-
ronmental damage, and damage to life and property;

(ii) the physical waste of hydrocarbons and an un-
necessary reduction in the amounts of hydrocarbons
that can be produced from certain hydrocarbon-bear-
ing areas; and

(iii) the loss of correlative rights which can result
in the reduced value of national hydrocarbon resources
and disorders in the leasing of Federal and State re-
sources.

(2) PREVENTION OF HARMFUL EFFECTS.—The Secretary
shall prevent, through the cooperative development of an area,
the harmful effects of unrestrained competitive production of
hydrocarbons from a common hydrocarbon-bearing area under-
lying the Federal and State boundary.

[43 U.S.C. 1334]

SEC. 6. MAINTENANCE OF LEASES ON OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF.—(a) The provisions of this section shall apply to any min-
eral lease covering submerged lands of the outer Continental Shelf
issued by any State (including any extension, renewal, or replace-
ment thereof heretofore granted pursuant to such lease or under
the laws of such State) if—

(1) such lease, or a true copy thereof, is filed with the Sec-
retary by the lessee or his duly authorized agent within ninety
days from the effective date of this Act, or within such further
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period or periods as provided in section 7 hereof or as may be
fixed from time to time by the Secretary;

(2) such lease was issued prior to December 21, 1948, and
would have been on June 5, 1950, in force and effect in accord-
ance with its terms and provisions and the law of the State
issuing it had the State had authority to issue such lease;

(3) there is filed with the Secretary, within the period or
periods specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection, (A) a cer-
tificate issued by the State official or agency having jurisdic-
tion over such lease stating that it would have been in force
and effect as required by the provisions of paragraph (2) of this
subsection, or (B) in the absence of such certificate, evidence
in the form of affidavits, receipts, canceled checks, or other doc-
uments that may be required by the Secretary, sufficient to
prove that such lease would have been so in force and effect;

(4) except as otherwise provided in section 7 hereof, all
rents, royalties, and other sums payable under such lease be-
tween June 5, 1950, and the effective date of this Act, which
have not been paid in accordance with the provisions thereof,
or to the Secretary or to the Secretary of the Navy, are paid
to the Secretary within the period or periods specified in para-
graph (1) of this subsection, and all rents, royalties, and other
sums payable under such lease after the effective date of this
Act, are paid to the Secretary, who shall deposit such pay-
ments in the Treasury in accordance with section 9 of this Act;

(5) the holder of such lease certifies that such lease shall
continue to be subject to the overriding royalty obligations ex-
isting on the effective date of this Act;

(6) such lease was not obtained by fraud or misrepresenta-
tion;

(7) such lease, if issued on or after June 23, 1947, was
issued upon the basis of competitive bidding;

(8) such lease provides for a royalty to the lessor on oil and
gas of not less than 1272 per centum and on sulphur of not less
than 5 per centum in amount or value of the production saved,
removed, or sold from the lease, or, in any case in which the
lease provides for a lesser royalty, the holder thereof consents
in writing, filed with the Secretary, to the increase of the roy-
alty to the minimum herein specified,

(9) the holder thereof pays to the Secretary within the pe-
riod or periods specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection an
amount equivalent to any severance, gross production, or occu-
pation taxes imposed by the State issuing the lease on the pro-
duction from the lease, less the State’s royalty interest in such
production, between June 5, 1950, and the effective date of this
Act and not heretofore paid to the State, and thereafter pays
to the Secretary as an additional royalty on the production
from the lease, less the United States’ royalty interest in such
production, a sum of money equal to the amount of the sever-
ance, gross production, or occupation taxes which would have
been payable on such production to the State issuing the lease
under its laws as they existed on the effective date of this Act;

(10) such lease will terminate within a period of not more
than five years from the effective date of this Act in the ab-
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sence of production or operations for drilling, or, in any case

in which the lease provides for a longer period, the holder

thereof consents in writing, filed with the Secretary, to the re-
duction of such period so that it will not exceed the maximum
period herein specified; and

(11) the holder of such lease furnishes such surety bond,
if any, as the Secretary may require and complies with such
other reasonable requirements as the Secretary may deem nec-
essary to protect the interests of the United States.

(b) Any person holding a mineral lease, which as determined
by the Secretary meets the requirements of subsection (a) of this
section, may continue to maintain such lease, and may conduct op-
erations thereunder, in accordance with (1) its provisions as to the
area, the minerals covered, rentals and, subject to the provisions
of paragraphs (8), (9) and (10) of subsection (a) of this section, as
to royalties and as to the term thereof and of any extensions, re-
newals, or replacements authorized therein or heretofore author-
ized by the laws of the State issuing such lease, or, if oil or gas
was not being produced in paying quantities from such lease or or
before December 11, 1950, or if production in paying quantities has
ceased since June 5, 1950, or if the primary term of such lease has
expired since December 11, 1950, then for a term from the effective
date hereof equal to the term remaining unexpired on December
11, 1950, under the provisions of such lease or any extensions, re-
newals, or replacements authorized therein, or heretofore author-
ized by the laws of such State, and (2) such regulations as the Sec-
retary may under section 5 of this Act prescribe within ninety days
after making his determination that such lease meets the require-
ments of subsection (a) of this section: Provided, however, That any
rights to sulphur under any lease maintained under the provisions
of this subsection shall not extend beyond the primary term of such
lease or any extension thereof under the provisions of such sub-
section (b) unless sulphur is being produced in paying quantities or
drilling, well reworking, plant construction, or other operations for
the production of sulphur, as approved by the Secretary, are being
conducted on the area covered by such lease on the date of expira-
tion of such primary term or extension: Provided further, That if
sulphur is being produced in paying quantities on such date, then
such rights shall continue to be maintained in accordance with
such lease and the provisions of this Act: Provided further, That,
if the primary term of a lease being maintained under subsection
(b) hereof has expired prior to the effective date of this Act and oil
or gas is being produced in paying quantities on such date, then
such rights to sulphur as the lessee may have under such lease
shall continue for twenty-four months from the effective date of
this Act and as long thereafter as sulphur is produced in paying
quantities, or drilling, well working, plant construction, or other op-
erations for the production of sulphur, as approved by the Sec-
retary, are being conducted on the area covered by the lease.

(c) The permission granted in subsection (b) of this section
shall not be construed to be a waiver of such claims, if any, as the
United States may have against the lessor or the lessee or any
other person respecting sums payable or paid for or under the
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lease, or respecting activities conducted under the lease, prior to
the effective date of this Act.

(d) Any person complaining of a negative determination by the
Secretary of the Interior under this section may have such deter-
mination reviewed by the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia by filing a petition for review within sixty days
after receiving notice of such action by the Secretary.

(e) In the event any lease maintained under this section covers
lands beneath navigable waters, as that term is used in the Sub-
merged Lands Act, as well as lands of the outer Continental Shelf,
the provisions of this section shall apply to such lease only insofar
as it covers lands of the outer Continental Shelf.

[43 U.S.C. 1335]

SEC. 7. CONTROVERSY OVER JURISDICTION.—In the event of a
controversy between the United States and a State as to whether
or not lands are subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary
is authorized, notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and
(b) of section 6 of this Act, and with the concurrence of the Attor-
ney General of the United States, to negotiate and enter into agree-
ments with the State, its political subdivision or grantee or a lessee
thereof, respecting operations under existing mineral leases and
payment and impounding of rents, royalties, and other sums pay-
able thereunder, or with the State, its political subdivision or
grantee, respecting the issuance or nonissuance of new mineral
leases pending the settlement or adjudication of the controversy.
The authorization contained in the preceding sentence of this sec-
tion shall not be construed to be a limitation upon the authority
conferred on the Secretary in other sections of this Act. Payments
made pursuant to such agreement, or pursuant to any stipulation
between the United States and a State, shall be considered as com-
pliance with section 6(a)(4) hereof. Upon the termination of such
agreement or stipulation by reason of the final settlement or adju-
dication of such controversy, if the lands subject to any mineral
lease are determined to be in whole or in part lands subject to the
provisions of this Act, the lessee, if he has not already done so,
shall comply with the requirements of section 6(a), and thereupon
the provisions of section 6(b) shall govern such lease. The notice
concerning “Oil and Gas Operations in the Submerged Coastal
Lands of the Gulf of Mexico” issued by the Secretary on December
11, 1950 (15 F. R. 8835), as amended by the notice dated January
26, 1951 (16 F. R. 953), and as supplemented by the notices dated
February 2, 1951 (16 F. R. 1203), March 5, 1951 (16 F. R. 2195),
April 23, 1951 (16 F. R. 3623), June 25, 1951 (16 F. R. 6404), Au-
gust 22, 1951 (16 F. R. 8720), October 24, 1951 (16 F. R. 10998),
December 21, 1951 (17 F. R. 43), March 25, 1952 (17 F. R. 2821),
June 26, 1952 (17 F. R. 5833), and December 24, 1952 (18 F. R.
48), respectively, is hereby approved and confirmed.

[43 U.S.C. 1336]

SEC. 8. LEASING OF OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF.—(a)(1) The
Secretary is authorized to grant to the highest responsible qualified
bidder or bidders by competitive bidding, under regulations pro-
mulgated in advance, any oil and gas lease on submerged lands of



