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Permit ProcessPermit Process
Division of Management Authority issues all Division of Management Authority issues all 
permits for the Servicepermits for the Service
In addition to MMPA, DMA also issues permits In addition to MMPA, DMA also issues permits 
under CITES, ESA, Lacey Act, Wild Bird under CITES, ESA, Lacey Act, Wild Bird 
Conservation Act, and others authoritiesConservation Act, and others authorities
Average 5000 permits/yearAverage 5000 permits/year
1010--15/year are MMPA related scientific research 15/year are MMPA related scientific research 
permitspermits
11stst come, 1come, 1stst serveserve



Review of ApplicationReview of Application

Application is received and assigned to Application is received and assigned to 
staff for reviewstaff for review

Applicant is notified of file #Applicant is notified of file #

Application is reviewed for completenessApplication is reviewed for completeness
If incomplete, applicant is contacted for more If incomplete, applicant is contacted for more 
informationinformation
Once complete, processing time is 90+ daysOnce complete, processing time is 90+ days



Peer Review Peer Review 
All MMPA permits undergo peer review by:All MMPA permits undergo peer review by:

FWS Regional and Field OfficesFWS Regional and Field Offices
State Resource AgenciesState Resource Agencies
Marine Mammal Commission Marine Mammal Commission 

Concurrent publication in the Federal Concurrent publication in the Federal 
RegisterRegister

3030--day public comment periodday public comment period



Permit Application ProcessPermit Application Process

Researchers should view the process similar to Researchers should view the process similar to 
application for fundingapplication for funding
Requires a complete application packageRequires a complete application package
Delays are caused by FWS resource limitations Delays are caused by FWS resource limitations 
and by incomplete applicationsand by incomplete applications
Applications should be received well in advance Applications should be received well in advance 
to start of researchto start of research
Delays can impact funding triggers and ability to Delays can impact funding triggers and ability to 
conduct research during critical time windows.conduct research during critical time windows.



RequirementsRequirements

Complete applicationComplete application
All comments addressedAll comments addressed
AWA registered and IUCAC AWA registered and IUCAC 
approvalapproval
NEPANEPA
Meets issuance criteria (e.g. Meets issuance criteria (e.g. 
bonafidebonafide research)research)
ESA Section 7 (if applicable)ESA Section 7 (if applicable)



Acoustic permits examplesAcoustic permits examples

19951995--97; Florida Atlantic U, 97; Florida Atlantic U, hearing studies on hearing studies on 
captive manateescaptive manatees

19981998--2001; Mote Marine Lab, 2001; Mote Marine Lab, wildwild manatee manatee 
response to approaching boat vesselsresponse to approaching boat vessels

19991999--2000; WHOI, 2000; WHOI, dugong hearing/anatomydugong hearing/anatomy

20022002--2007; U of South Florida, 2007; U of South Florida, passive passive 
hydrophone listening of  wild manatees and hydrophone listening of  wild manatees and 
recording of playbacksrecording of playbacks

20022002--2007; Harbor Branch/Sea World,2007; Harbor Branch/Sea World, acoustic acoustic 
sonar reflectivity of wild/captive manateessonar reflectivity of wild/captive manatees

20032003--2005; Xavier U, 2005; Xavier U, auditory response of auditory response of 
captive held/born manateescaptive held/born manatees

20042004--2009; U of Rhode Island, 2009; U of Rhode Island, behavior behavior 
responses of wild manatees to engine noise of responses of wild manatees to engine noise of 
varying boat speedsvarying boat speeds



Streamlining the ProcessStreamlining the Process

Working collaboratively with NMFS on joint Working collaboratively with NMFS on joint 
permits permits 

One Federal Register noticeOne Federal Register notice
Single MMC reviewSingle MMC review
Concurrent agency reviewConcurrent agency review

Monthly liaison meetings with NMFS, Monthly liaison meetings with NMFS, 
MMC, Dept of State, and APHISMMC, Dept of State, and APHIS
Making MMPA and ESA permits a priorityMaking MMPA and ESA permits a priority



Incidental Harassment Incidental Harassment 
AuthorizationAuthorization

FWS has not issued an IHA under Section FWS has not issued an IHA under Section 
101(a)(5)(D)101(a)(5)(D)
Generally, activities that incidentally Generally, activities that incidentally 
harass marine mammals (e.g., seismic harass marine mammals (e.g., seismic 
research) do not impact FWS species research) do not impact FWS species 
because of locationbecause of location
We are rarely requested to issue an IHAWe are rarely requested to issue an IHA



Division of Management Authority
Web: http://international.fws.gov


