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Unusual mortality events

The Working Group on Marine Mammal Unusual Mortality Events developed a
set of criteria for determining an unusual mortality event:

1.

€

A marked increase in the magnitude or a marked change in the nature of
morbidity, mortality, or strandings when compared with prior records.

A temporal change in morbidity, mortality, or strandings is occurring.

A spatial change in morbidity, mortality, or strandings is occurring.

The species, age, or sex composition of the affected animals is different
than that of animals that are normally affected.

Affected animals exhibit similar or unusual pathologic findings, behavior
patterns, clinical signs, or general physical condition (e.g., blubber
thickness).

Potentially significant morbidity, mortality, or stranding is observed in
species, stocks, or populations that are particularly vulnerable (e.g.,
listed as depleted, threatened, or endangered or declining). For example,
stranding of three or four right whales may be cause for great concern
whereas stranding of a similar number of fin whales may not.

Morbidity is observed concurrent with or as part of an unexplained
continual decline of a marine mammal population, stock, or species.

Any of these criteria may indicate an unusual mortality event.
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Using the 24 hour log for near real time tracking

Alerted August 13, 2018 of spike in seal strandings in southern Maine
Quickly able to view summer stranding data

UME officially rolled out August 31




Monthly Seal Strandings in
Maine through Virginia
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Harbor and Gray Seal Strandings
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Daily Strandings (Updated Every Monday) % & &
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A B Cc D E F
Maine County Gray Seal Harber Seal Unknown Total
York 3 12 0 15
Cumberland 1 53 7 61
Sagadahoc 3 21 1 25
Lincoln 1 23 3 27
Knox 1 10 0 1
Waldo 0 0 0
Hancock 0 5 4 9
Washington 0 1 1 2
Total 9 125 16 150

Maine Pinniped Strandings August 2022
Maine County Gray Seal Harbor Seal Unknown Total
York 1 11 0 12
Cumberland 2 11 4 17
Sagadahoc 2 10 2 14
Lincoln 1 a 0 9
Knox 0 1 1 2
Waldo 0 0 0 0
Hancock 4 7 1 12
Washington 0 1 0 1
Total 10 49 8 87
Maine Pinniped Strandings September 2022

Maine County Gray Seal Harbor Seal Unknown Total
York 0 7 1 8
Cumberland 1 10 2 13
Sagadahoc 1 4 0 5
Lincoln 0 g 0 8
Knox 0 2 0 2
Wialdn 1 1 n ?
+ = Totals ~ 2022 Totals ~ MMoME Data ~ Allied Whale [

2022 Seal UME - Avian Influenza

Rapid tracking of numbers

Developed sheet for tracking of samples collected, being
processed and test results
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) . . NOAA Fisheries to discuss East Coast whale
Public communication strandings

Experts from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to participate
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An unusually high number of whales are washing
up on U.S. beaches

February 5,2023 - 5:03 AMET

BILL CHAPPELL




N4 2016-2023 Humpback Whale Unusual Mortality Event along the Atlantic Coast Dead Animal Locations

<+
A

]

|

¢ 2016-2023 Humpback UME Stranding Locations ()

¢

¢
¢ e

Hy
Is
o
2

Al

¢

¢

pa . \\ \.
¢

o“'e’J
u



Thank you to our GAR network partners and NOAA staff who
support this data collection and analysis!
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