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Fisheries Interactions: Lay Gill Nets

ÅUnattended lay nets

ÅIllegal lay netting (night, closed areas)

ÅSurround net ðlegal loop-hole

ÅBycatch

ÅUnregistered lay nets
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Lay Gill Net Legislation

ÅSB 1371:

ÅRequire Annual Lay Net Permit

ÅMisdemeanor violation

ÅStatewide lay net education and enforcement program

ÅBill was deferred at conference committee

ÅCould be heard again next year

Senate Bill 1371, proposes to prohibit the use of lay nets to take aquatic 

life, except under a permit obtained by the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (Department) and establishes the use of lay nets to 

take aquatic life as a misdemeanor offense with a mandatory minimum 

period of imprisonment of one day or, for a first offense, a fine of no less 

than $1,000.  The Department supports this bill and offers the 

following comments.
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Mortality Threat:
Fisheries interactions

Barbless circle hooks
are safer for wildlife

Seals & turtles cannot easily self shed
barbed circle hooks

Fisheries Interactions: Hooks



Origins

u 2005: Kurt Kawamoto, NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries 
Science Center, starts BCHP

u 2007: Earl Miyamoto, DLNR-DAR, partners with Kurt to 
expand program

Why?

u Although Barbless Circle Hooks do not reduce the take 
of seals and turtles, they are significant in mitigation 
when the animals are incidentally hooked

Progress

u Most major tournaments include barbless hook 
category

Barbless Circle Hook Project



Kauai Island

u Kauai Marine Mammal Response Program:  Partnership 

between NOAA Fisheries and DAR

u Monk Seal Volunteer Network ð60 active volunteers

u Response

u Displacement/òProblemó Seals

u Disturbance 

u Entanglements/ Hookings

u Pupping Events

u Outreach and Education

u Festivals, classrooms, beach intercepts

u Sea Turtle Response


