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Day 1 

• Ecology and Ecosystem Dynamics Part 1: Shifting Distribution, Prey 
and Threats

• Ecology and Ecosystem Dynamics Part 2: Habitat Alterations

Day 2

• Marine Mammal Health in a Changing Climate

• Stock Assessments and Climate Change

• Whales on the Brink: Discussion with Regional NMFS Leaders

ESA at 50:
Challenges in a Changing Climate
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2021 – Present: Webinars & Workshops
• Mississippi Bottlenose Dolphin Workshop

– January 11-13, 2021

• Effects of Low-Salinity Exposure on Bottlenose Dolphins
– March 23, 2021

• Federal Agency Approaches to Reducing Vessel Strike of Cetaceans
– April 12, 2022

• Marine Mammal Stranding Response, Health Surveillance, and Conservation Webinar
– February 8, 2023

• Marine Mammal Commission Workshop on Health Surveillance
– April 19-21, 2023

• North Atlantic Right Whale Tagging Workshop
– September 12-14, 2023
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Dr. Daryl Boness, Chair Marine Mammal Commission 2010 – 2022
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For about 1 penny per American per year, the Marine Mammal 
Commission has met its Congressional mandate to conserve 

marine mammals for 50 years.
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Dr. Mike Tillman, Marine Mammal Commissioner 2010 – 2022
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An independent agency of the U.S. Government

A short history of the Commission’s 
work on Climate Change
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2000
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2005
• Long-Term Environmental 
Change and Marine Mammals 

by Dr. Sue Moore
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Climate Change Impacts on Marine Mammals

Gulland et al. 2022
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• Shifting distributions, 
prey and threats

• Habitat alterations

• Marine mammal health 
and disease

ESA at 50:
Challenges in a Changing Climate
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Marine Mammal Stock Assessment Reports

• Section 117 of the MMPA requires the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to prepare and 
periodically update Stock Assessment 
Reports for all marine mammals in U.S. 
waters

ESA at 50:
Challenges in a Changing Climate
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ESA at 50:
Challenges in a Changing Climate
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