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Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary
Protects a diverse community of inverts, fishes and marine mammals on a rocky bank 

Designated: 1989
Size: 1286 sq. miles in 2015/
         529 sq miles previously 



Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary
Protects important feeding grounds of seabirds, marine mammals and white sharks 

Designated: 1981
Size: 3295 sq. miles in 2015/
         1370 sq miles previously
 



Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Second largest and deepest; protects an offshore seamount and a diversity of habitats, 
fishes, invertebrates, sea turtles, birds and marine mammals

 

Celebrating 30th Anniversary  1992-2022

Designated: 1992
Size: 6094 sq. miles in 2008/
        5319  sq. miles previously 



Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
Manages first network of marine reserves on the west coast; protecting biodiversity and 
endangered species

Designated: 1980
Size: 1470 sq. miles 



Coordination among the California 
national marine sanctuaries

THREATS TO WHALES
Ship strikes
● Vessel speed reduction (VSR)

○ reducing ocean noise
○ reducing air pollution

● Shifting shipping lanes - USCG as partners

Entanglements
● advising fishermen working group
● testing novel gear
● disentanglement assist

Tracking whales 
● ACCESS cruises
● Mobile applications - OceanAlert

Partnerships: e.g. Benioff’s Ocean Initiative



Voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) 
in California national marine sanctuaries

NOAA and USCG request to all vessels 300 gross tons or larger



VSR results 2017 - 2021



Incentive-based VSR
Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies 



Results of the Incentive-based VSR
Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies 



logos of shipping companies

Incentive VSR Partners and Carrier Companies



ON THE HORIZON

● Brand Ambassador Initiative
● Whale Safe Certification Program
● Expanding Areas to Be Avoided
● Extending and eliminating shipping lanes


