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Illegal feeding and vessel based activities continue to  

increase and evolve throughout the Southeast Region. 



 Marine Mammal Protection Act  
16USC 1372 
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Itôs illegal for any person, vessel, or conveyance to take 
any marine mammal 

 

Take means to harass, hunt, capture, collect, or kill, or 
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, collect, or kill any 
marine mammalé.  

 

This includes, feeding or attempting to feed a marine 
mammal in the wild. 

 
Photo: NMFS 
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Who feeds wild dolphins?  
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Activities of Concern: Feeding 

ñTo ensure there would be dolphins when we went out, the dolphins 

had to know we were coming to feed them.   That way, theyôd get used 

to seeing us the same time every day.ò  P. Henderson, Clearwater, 

Florida, 1990 
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ñI donôt know of any angler that would intentionally feed dolphinsò 

Wh 

Who   
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Photo:  The Dolphin Project 
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 So What?  



 

 

Variable reinforcement through feeding results in 

trained/conditioned wild dolphins that spend the majority of 

their time approaching boats, begging for food, and 

patrolling all boats for handouts.   



ñItôs getting a lot worse-  

it wasnôt like this 10-15 years ago ò 
Interactions between recreational anglers and dolphins are 

increasing and occur in coastal and offshore waters  

In Sarasota Bay, dolphin-human 

interactions increased from 2%  of the 

population in 2000 to >14% in 2007 
(Powell & Wells 2011)  

 

Interactions occurred on 36% of 

76 deep sea fishing trips  and 17% of 

100 pier visits (Shippee et. al., 2010) 

 

St. Petersburg, FL fishing pier- over 10 

days = 141 observations of dolphins 

taking bait or catch (NMFS unpublished) 

 

 

 

 

Photo:  Sarasota Dolphin Research Program 



 

 

Credit: CZS/Sarasota Dolphin Research Program, NMFS permit # 15543 



 

Illegal Feeding 

(including teasing)  

 

 

 

 

 

Depredation  

(Zollet and Read 2006) 

 

 

 

 

Scavenging 
(Powell and Wells 2011) 

Impacts to dolphins  

- Entanglement  

- Ingestion of gear 

- Boat strikes 

- Gunshot or harm 

Impacts to rec fishermen may cause 

- Decreased catch 

- Increased mortality rates released fish 

- Diminished experience  

- Damaged or lost fishing gear 

- More dolphins approaching 

Fishing Line 

Mote marine lab 



  

  

The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS) is offering a $3500 

reward for information leading to the identification, arrest and conviction of 

the person or persons responsible for the illegal and cruel acts that led to 

the death of a protected bottlenose dolphin. NOAAôs Fisheries Service 

received reports of a live dolphin swimming with a screwdriver lodged in its 

head near the Florida-Alabama state line in Perdido Bay. On Friday, June 

22nd, the dolphin was found dead just west of Dupont Point, Alabama. 

Intentional Harm = Impaled with 

Screwdriver  



Photo: ECWR 



 

 

Gunshot  
Photo:  Hubbss-Sea World 
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Blow dart guns  



Florida- December, 2014 Texas-  July, 2014 

Bows and Arrows 
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Dangers to humans  



Agency Regulations- Harassment Definition 

50 CFR 216 
 

Level A Harassment means any act of pursuit, 

torment, or annoyance which has the potential to 

injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in 

the wild. 

 

Photo: NMFS 



Harassment Definition continuedé 

ÅLevel B Harassment means any act of pursuit, torment, or 

annoyance which has the potential to disturb a marine 

mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild by causing 

disruption of behavioral patterns, including, but not limited 

to, migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or 

sheltering but which does not have the potential to injure a 

marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild. 

Photo: NMFS 
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