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Presentation Notes
Thanks to the Marine Mammal Commission and NOAA Fisheries Office of Protected Resources for hosting this congressional briefing and providing the opportunity for us to talk about something we are very passionate about – marine mammal science and conservation
Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center – non-profit public aquarium located in Virginia Beach, VA
Professionally accredited by organizations (AZA and AMMPA) that share our commitment to conservation of wild animals and wild places
No better example of that commitment than the Aquarium’s marine animal stranding response program
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The Aquarium’s program is part of the nation’s marine mammal stranding network whose legislative foundations are found in the MMPA 
The network is composed of more than 100 organizations, most are private and non-profit and voluntarily participate in the network
The network covers all coastal states of the U.S., including Hawaii, and territories such as Puerto Rico 
Network members respond to more than 5,000 marine mammal strandings each year and the number is growing
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Presentation Notes
Stranding network members represent the “boots on the ground” for NOAA Fisheries and the MMHSRP
Stranding response begins at the grassroots level with networks of professional staff and trained volunteers
Network personnel respond with an important respect for animal welfare and understanding of the need for marine mammal species conservation 
These responders are usually the first to encounter the clues to emerging diseases, anthropogenic threats, and environmental impacts – even climate change
Network responders also represent the first step in a scientific process to better understand marine mammal biology, ecology, and life history 
The network functions 24/7 and 365 days of the year
Marine mammal strandings do not respect holidays, state of the weather, or time of day
I can guarantee that as I speak to you today, there are multiple marine mammal stranding responses taking place across the country, including to a major bottlenose dolphin mortality event in Virginia
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Presentation Notes
Stranding network members also represent the “public face” of the agency and MMHSRP
Marine mammal strandings naturally capture public and therefore media attention
Stranding response personnel encounter these public groups while in the field, engaged in animal recovery, investigations of mortalities and scientific research
As a result, stranding events can be powerful conservation learning experiences for the public when engaging with stranding network personnel 
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Presentation Notes
Marine mammal stranding network members respond throughout their areas of responsibility within all coastal areas of the country
What often begins as a localized problem can be the early signs of more serious impacts to come
With assistance from the MMHSRP, network members have the trained personnel and equipment resources to respond
The larger network functions to assist individual members by sharing personnel and resources when unusual stranding events occur, including mass strandings, large whale strandings and even environmental disasters such as the Deepwater Horizon Gulf oil spill
In this way, the actions of the network members provide the vital information and services needed for NOAA to manage and conserve marine mammal resources 
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Since the inception of the MMHSRP, and of the John H. Prescott Stranding Grant Program 13 years ago, the national stranding network has truly been a public private partnership
With $4 million annually since 2001, the Prescott Program has supported nearly 100 organizations involved in stranding response and research
Because it was established as a matching grant program, Prescott funds have leveraged nearly $15 million in non-federal funding in support of marine mammal stranding response and research
As a result, there are professional staff, equipment and resources in the national stranding network and its members are providing more thorough and timely coverage throughout greater geographic areas than ever before 
Prescott funding support has also improved stranding response training, helped establish best practices for rehabilitation facilities, and enhanced data collection and quality 
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Most importantly, the national stranding network directly supports NOAA’s core mission:
    stewardship of living marine resources through science-based conservation and management and the promotion of healthy ecosystems
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The national stranding network provides the most effective means of monitoring and understanding the health, threats (both natural and anthropogenic) and conservation needs of marine mammals
Quality data collection and sampling have provided information on the causes of marine mammal mortalities and have thus been used to develop effective mitigation and conservation measures
Stranding data are regularly utilized by the agency to monitor the effectiveness of regulations and best practices designed to protect marine mammals
Live marine mammal strandings provide exceptional opportunities for animal recovery, rehabilitation and release, scientific research and public education
The stranding network has unparalleled access to a full range of marine mammal species for scientific research and study
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The development of the national stranding network with Prescott support has been instrumental in providing NOAA with vital information necessary for the management of marine mammal resources
The study of marine mammal entanglements, prey, and temporal and spatial distribution informs the process of fisheries management
Investigation of right whale and other large whale strandings along the U.S. east coast identified that ship collisions were a major cause of mortalities.  The resulting mitigation measures, such as reducing ship speeds entering major east coast ports,  have been successfully implemented
Stranding data are also regularly used to study and assess the impacts of ocean activities, from Naval training exercises to potential offshore energy development
In this way, stranding data provide information that is essential for effective marine spatial planning
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The award-winning MMHSRP and its Prescott Stranding Grant Program have been successful for more than a decade in supporting the national marine mammal stranding network
For less than the cost of a single beach replenishment project, Prescott funds have annually facilitated improved coverage, innovative animal care, specialized training, professional staffing, equipment acquisition and essential research from the national stranding network   
The resulting development of the nation’s marine mammal stranding network, a grand public private partnership, has in many ways become a model for the world
However, past success does not guarantee the national stranding network’s future effectiveness.  The network is continually challenged with new major stranding events such as the dolphin mass mortalities occurring in Virginia as we speak.  Continued support of the MMHSRP and Prescott Stranding Grant Program will be essential for the future success of the nation’s marine mammal stranding network. 
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