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“Our strategy calls for developing new areas
offshore, exploring frontier areas, and
protecting places that are too special to drill.”

- Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell






North Atlantic Right Whale Critical Habitat
Southeastern U.S. Calving Area Unit 2
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This map is provided for illustrative purposes only of North Attantic right whate critical habitat.
Forthe precise legal definition of critical habitat, please refer to the narrative description.




Atlantic Pending Surveys
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*Survey polygons are derived from public information maps
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Virgina's Coastal and Offshore
Assets and Concerns
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Assets and Concerns
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Consideration of cumulative
impacts under federal law

» Under National Environmental Policy Act, a
federal agency must consider “cumulative
Impacts” when evaluating a proposed federal
action.

— "Cumulative impacts” are those impacts “on the
environment which result[] from the incremental
impact of the action when added to other past,
present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions
regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or
person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative
impacts can result from individually minor but

collectively significant actions taking place over a
period of time.” 40 C.F.R. § 1508.7.



Consideration of cumulative
impacts under federal law

« Under the Endangered Species Act NMFS
must evaluate the cumulative impacts of
federal actions on listed species and
critical habitat and formulate its "biological
opinion as to whether the action, taken
together with cumulative impacts, is likely
to jeopardize the continued existence of
the listed species” or result the destruction
of adverse modification of critical habitat.
50 C.F.R. § 402.14(qg).



Consideration of cumulative
impacts under federal law

* The Marine Mammal Protection Act
prohibits the take of marine mammals
except in limited circumstances, including
the incidental take of “small numbers” of
marine mammals, where the “fotal of such
taking during each five-year (or less
period) will have a negligible impact on
such species or stock.” 16 U.S.C. §
1371(a)(5)(A)(1)(I) (emphasis added).



Consideration of cumulative
impacts under federal law

 The Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act

allows geological and geophysical surveys
"which are not unduly harmful to aquatic life
in such area.”16 U.S.C. § 1340(a).

— Activities must be carried out in a “safe and
environmentally sound manner so as to prevent
harm or damage to, or waste of, any natural
resources|], any life (including fish and other
aquatic life), property, or the marine, coastal, or
human environment.” 30 C.F.R. § 551.2.



Consideration of cumulative
impacts under state law

» South Carolina’s Office of Coastal and
Resource Management must consider
“[t]he possible /long-range cumulative
effects of the project, when reviewed Iin
the context of other possible development
and the general character of the area”
when making a consistency determination.
S.C. Code Ann. § 48-39-80(B)(11).
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Opposition mounts to seismic testing for Atlantic oll and gas reserves
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Environment: Georgia groups come

together to oppose offshore drilling

Of concern is damage the noise could do to North Atlantic right whales
By Jessica Leigh Lebos

BI@connectaavannah.com
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Science community concerns about
seismic testing
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Local government opposition to
seismic testing

 South Carolina

— Charleston, Columbia, Beaufort, Edisto Beach,
Folly Beach, Georgetown, Isle of Palms, James
Island, Port Royal, Rockville, and Sullivan’s Island

* Georgia
— Savannah, Tybee Island and St. Mary's

 North Carolina

— Carolina Beach, Caswell Beach, Manteo, Nags
Head, Oak Island, Southport, St. James, Sunset
Beach, and Topsail Beach




harleston passes resolution opposing
seismic testing and offshore drilling

015 - 02

A RESOLUTION

TO EXFRESS THE CITY OF CHARLESTON'S OPPOSITION TO SEISMIC TESTING AND
OFFSHORE DRILLING ACTIVITIES.

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bareau of Ocenn Escrgy M (BOEM) is ly in the
process of trying 0 open the mid and south Atlantic plasaing seess to exploration asd
development of offfore oil and gas wihich will inchade the wtilization of methods, wech as
scesmic hlasting, and,

WHEREAS, the seiimiz data colk during sy exphorsts ivities will be
and will net Be availsble for meview by the State of Seuth Carolisa, Se City of Charlesion, or
memberns of e publac; and,

WHEREAS, it will Ye impossibic for the City of Chark 10 give adoy . w
mmh&ﬂ&drﬁudﬂoﬁM‘nMcﬂmﬂmehhkkdw
of s process; snd,

W)W.m(‘ﬁydmmﬁdlymm&:mm
peocess withou! spproprisle socess to the studies condected off our coas; and,

WHEREAS, the full impacts of seismic testing wnd offshore drilling in the Atntic
Mnml)ﬂMlthMumFMmmme
d ¥ hnol may be aval for exploration in the near future, and,

WHEREAS, 4 and sl drilling, and poctation of

offibore oil sad gas resowrces pose & risk of & spil; and,

WHEREAS, eveotual offibore drilling may require aeshore infrastrocture, soch s
pipelines or refimeries, which may compromise the chancter of ouwr coast; aed,

WHEREAS, the City of Clarh is d shout the p | impacts of offsheee
drilling sctivities on our cowst; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Chariesion ix » South Caroline menicipalily where a major
cxooomic force @ Sowrism reloted 10 the sppreciation of ow natuml coesal and historical
envisonment, which are also the primaey fsctors contribusing 10 the high quality of lifi the City's

ideots enjoy, esabling busi 3 growth, and amracting new residents,

WHEREAS, the City of Charlesion endeavors 1o be & good stewwed of iis coutsl
envisonment and its resources; md,

WHEREAS, the City of Charlesiom believes that moee sesearch should be done 10 fully
understand and to better address the impects of scismic sesting. snd any testing sheuld be done in
o mnsparent manser wd the opticas for matigating those lmpacts explored befiore exphoestion
begins

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF CHARLESTON, IN COUNCIL ASSEMBLED, THAT THE CITY 1S OPPOSED T0
THE CURRENT BOEM PROPOSAL FOR SEISMIC TESTING AND OFFSHORE OIL AND
GAS DEVELOPMENT OFF OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA COAST.

, /‘B\'\ﬂ‘hﬁ,}’f“n oifllychpers,




National opposition to
seismic testing

* Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL) introduced
legislation last week to block seismic
testing off Florida’s coast, calling drilling
for oil and seismic testing in the Atlantic
OCS “unwise and impractical.”

e Re

op
dri

0. Mark Sanford (R-SC) announced his
nosition to seismic testing and offshore

ling, citing the substantial risk to

unique coastal resources and intense local

Oop

position in his coastal district.



